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its appearance in Paris last winter ; since which 
time it has already reached the Fourth Edition. 
To the French are appended the papers mention- 
ed in the note to p. 15 5 which, however, as they 
relate merely to the French National Laws, it has 
not been thought necessary to add to the present 
Translation. 
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Prudence has its laws, it has its bounds. 

There are circumstances in human life under 
which the fullest explanations become a high 
obligation which it is necessary to fulfil. 

I will make the avowal, — especially as the 
power of falsehood appears to be resuming among 
us a dominion which seemed to be abolished, as 
antiquated hatred and superannuated fictions come 
anew to corrupt the sincerity of language and 
disfigure the rights of justice, I feel it necessary 
to declare, — I am a Jesuit, that is to say, a reli- 
gious of the Company of Jesus. 

This declaration I owe to myself ; I owe it to 
my ministry, to my brethren in the priesthood, to 
the. youth and all the faithful who honor me with 
their confidence ; I owe it to the Church, to God. 
To the majority this is no news ; but I satisfy 
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what my conscience needs, what my position and 
my liberty require. 

There is, moreover, at this moment, so much 
ignominy and so many insults to gather under this 
name, that I cannot but claim publicly my share 
in such an inheritance. 

This name is my name j I say it with simpli- 
city : the remembrances of the Gospel will be 
able to make many understand that I say it with 

j°y- 

I have not always been a Jesuit : I pursued 
during some years another career j* it has left me 
precious remembrances and faithful friends j I 
count them an honor. 

Before becoming a priest and a Jesuit, I was a 
man of my time, — I am so still ; — a Frenchman, 
— I have not ceased to be such. 

In becoming a religious, it has not been my in- 
tention to abdicate my country, or violate its laws, 
or to renounce my rights or my duties as a citizen. 

I had prejudices against the Company of Jesus : 

[* M. de Ravignan was formerly an Advocate and 
a Magistrate.] 
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Pascal and the Parliamentary traditions had de- 
ceived me like many others. 

I must say too, that it is in some sort in spite 
of myself, that I learnt the truth concerning the 
Jesuits. I will not occupy the public with my 
history ; I have not to relate here by what way 
it pleased the Divine Providence to lead me at 
that time, nor what that inward struggle of con- 
science was, of which God alone is in the secret, 
of which the remembrance is indelible in my 
soul, and which, by bringing me light, brought 
about for me so entire a change of existence. 

What, however, I can truly declare is, that my 
conviction was formed and my resolution taken 
in a position the most completely free from any 
influence ; it has seldom been in my nature to re- 
ceive any. 

What I can affirm further is, that it was the 
things which are most misunderstood, disfigured, 
and attacked in the Jesuits which determined me 
to become one of them. I will explain myself 
with respect to these things. 

Yes, the spirit which appeared to me to ani- 
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mate the Society of Jesus, the obedience itself 
which it professes, the apostolate which it exer- 
cises, the doctrines which it embraces, had upon 
my life this immense influence. 

I felt that it was God who called me there j I 
entered in. And at this day, although men's opi- 
nions have strangely gone astray, although certain 
words uttered with contempt exercise at times an 
incredible tyranny over minds otherwise enlight- 
ened, I will endeavor nevertheless to make the 
voice of true liberty heard. 

The blindness of men's prejudices is not arrest- 
ed by the most enormous follies. In a certain 
language, which many speak coolly, every priest 
is a Jesuit, every sincere Catholic is a Jesuit. 

This name is a happy one for hatred : it dis- 
penses with truth ; it takes the place of justice. 

When needed, it would have the terrible power 
of stirring up the passions of the multitude, and 
perhaps of unchaining revolutions anew. This 
they know too well ; and is not this the reason 
why they wish to impose on men the fear of this 
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name, that fear which was ever a cowardly and 
an evil counsellor % 

For the rest, it is evident that it is the Clergy 
as a whole, and with it religion and the Church, 
that are attacked under our name : I owe to the 
Clergy, I owe to all, to disengage the positions. 

To see in the Church of France nothing but 
the domination and the despotism of the Jesuits, 
is a supposition too absurd to be advanced by a 
serious man. 

There is, notwithstanding, something more in- 
conceivable still than this supposition itself : it is 
the credulity which receives it. 

This imputation is not new, Fenelon signalized 
it in his day : " Men will see," said he, " noth- 
" ing but the Jesuits in all that is done without 
" them. Hear the party (the Jansenist) : the Je- 
" suits are the authors of the censures of the Fa- 
" culties of Theology from which they are ex- 
" eluded. They have presided at the assemblies, 
" in order to regulate the deliberations of the 
" Church of France. They have guided the pens 
" of all the bishops in their mandates. They 
2 
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" have given instructions to all the Popes for 
" composing their briefs ; they have dictated the 
" constitutions of the Holy See. The whole 
" Church become weak in spite of the promises 
" of her Spouse, is no longer any thing but the 
" organ of this Pelagian Company. We must 
" hear the Church no longer, because she is guided 
" by the Jesuits, instead of the Holy Spirit. 
" Was it not thus that the Protestants rejected 
" the Council of Trent, as a tribunal corrupted 
" by the cabals of their enemies ? The Jesuits, 
" far from governing, must serve and obey the 
" Church."* 

And yet in the age of Louis XIV. one might, 
it would seem, with some probability, have attri- 
buted a large share of influence to the Society of 
Jesus in France. 

Can it be done with truth at the present day ? 

What then takes place ? 
, Some Frenchmen, some priests, two hundred 

* Fenekm, Pastoral Instruction on the System of Jan- 
senilis. Whole Works, vol. xv. p. 120. Paris, Lebel, 
1823. 
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and six, I affirm it, for all France,* free in the in- 
terior of their conscience to choose the kind of 
life and the habits which suit them, have chosen 
the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedi- 
ence, and the Institute of the Company of Jesus, 
which the Council of Trent has declared to be 
pious, pium eorum Institutum.f 

There neither is nor can be in this either the 
infraction of any law or (assuredly) any danger 
to the State. 

There is the exercise of the liberty of con- 
science, inexplicable otherwise. 

And although it is not my intention to discuss 
in this pamphlet the legal question of our exist- 
ence,! I cannot refrain from saying what good 

* Two hundred and six priests scattered through 
twenty dioceses, are the whole Society of Jesus in 
France. The novice and lay-brothers are not compre- 
hended in this number. 

It is true that three hundred and fifteen French Je- 
suits are employed in foreign countries in education 
and missions. 

f Cone. Trident., Sess. 25, cap. 16. 

X M. de Vatimesnil, my former colleague, having 
been consulted by me, has addressed to me a Memoire 
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sense forbids to withhold, what good faith forbids 
to reject. 

A Catholic and a Frenchman, enjoying all the 
rights of a citizen, assured of the liberty of con- 
science by the fundamental law, I felt one day 
the necessity of approximating, so far as it might 
be given me to do it, to the perfection of the 
Gospel. 

The religious profession appeared to me the 
way of perfection I was seeking : approved by 
the Church, it had at the same time, in my eyes, 
this other character of being within the exclusive 
domain of conscience. 

The vows which make a religious are not, it is 
true, recognized by the law. What matters it ? 
The law does not concern itself with these vows : 
one may make them, and it knows nothing of 
them ; break them, and it remains indifferent. 

But proscribe them it cannot, without arming 

which I publish with an extract of a former work [of 
his] on the legal position of Religious Associations in 
France. The question is there fully and learnedly 
treated, and resolved in a decisive manner. [Concern- 
ing these papers see the Translator's Advertisement.] 
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the power of the most odious inquisition and in- 
tolerance. 

To interdict to those whom you proclaim free 
the altogether interior and private matter of the 
religious life, is to fall into a flagrant contradic- 
tion, to damage the liberty of conscience in its 
most intimate and sacred point. 

In the eyes of the State, men, priests, united 
in common and purely religious habits, may 
doubtless have no political or civil right as a cor- 
poration, and we claim nothing in this respect ; 
but these united priests, who moreover exercise 
externally no other functions than what they hold, 
like all other priests from the Episcopal jurisdic- 
tion, are legally safe from attack, or our religious 
liberty is a lie, and the public right of the French, 
the fundamental law, a deception ; for then the 
language has lost its true sense, and the words no 
longer express the ideas. 

Has the Charter proclaimed liberty of con- 
science, or has it not ? 

Is the Gospel perfection a right of conscience, 
or is it not ? 

2* 
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Well then ! the religious life is no more than 
the Gospel perfection : this is the solemn teach- 
ing of the Church, as liberty of conscience is the 
solemn promise of the Charter. 

If then, being a Frenchman, I am disposed to 
be in France a Benedictine, a Dominican, or a Je- 
suit religious, by what right will you hinder me 
from it ? 

I ask of you neither public and recognized ex- 
istence, nor the smallest portion of the fortune 
of the State ; I ask only to breathe like you the 
free air of my country. I claim, in my private 
life and in my conscience, to be able to make 
vows and rules approved by the Catholic Church. 

And in what, I ask, does this liberty trouble 
yours ? Does it trouble any liberty whatever | 

But in England, in Belgium, in the United 
States, where liberty of conscience is a reality, 
the religious, the Jesuits as others, have publicly 
numerous colleges and establishments of every 
kind ; no one thinks it just and legal to banish 
them. 

Why should it be done in France, where as- 
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suredly they do not possess so large a share of 
the common right % 

Happily for the honor of the country, none of 
the laws now in force can prejudice and strike 
them in the sacred right of their personal life and 
the liberty of their conscience. 

What ! it is this mode of life, so legitimate, so 
simple, so peaceable, so obscure, which raises the 
most violent storms of opinion ! Is this serious % 

What then have we done, what have we said 
— we priests of the Company of Jesus ? Whence 
comes this uproar ? Whence arise so many storms % 
How have we become anew the object of so many 
hatreds, the aim of so many attacks, the cause of 
so many fears'? 

You who call down on us, on priests, on French- 
men, on free and devoted citizens, all the rigors 
of the proscriptions, — do you know us ? Have 
you seen us — have you heard us ? 

What word has proceeded from our mouths 
which has compromised the public tranquillity 
and the respect due to the laws 1 Yet our two 
hundred voices have resounded in a great number 
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of pulpits, from the most populous cities to the 
most humbler hamlets. 

Where are the civil authorities which accuse 
us? Where are the ecclesiastical authorities 
which condemn us ? 

Is there any reprehensible and positive fact 
imputed to one among us ? 

Prejudices, susceptibilities, presumptions, are 
not enough ; they cannot take the place either of 
facts or of proofs ; and the culpability of a so- 
ciety can have no practical and just expression, 
except in the faults of those who compose it. 
To them, to individuals, belong action, crime, 
virtue. 

To political life and influence we are strangers : 
servants of the Church, we live for her, and pur- 
sue with her, in all times and places, and under 
all forms of government, the work of the Gospel 
ministry. 

They transform us into enemies of the liberties 
and institutions of France : what do they know 
of the kind 1 Why should we be so % 

And when we are the only persons menaced, 
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or rather the only persons excluded, from the be- 
nefits of a liberal legislation, how traduce us as 
oppressors ? 

Is not ridicule here equal to injustice ? 

An ardent controversy has arisen to claim the 
liberty of instruction promised by the Charter j 
we ought to concur, and we do concur, in this 
matter, in the unanimous opinion of the French 
Episcopate and Clergy: who can reproach us 
therewith I 

Many publications have appeared. Now, as 
formerly, the Jesuits have done every thing, in- 
spired every thing, dictated every thing, against 
the University. 

The authors of the books give their names : 
they are known. Because their attacks displease, 
they have taken false names : the real authors are 
Jesuits. 

But if the sun shines for all the world, are 
justice and good sense extinguished when the 
question is of us ? Yes, truly, in a great number 
of minds, and it is a long time that this has lasted. 
It is my purpose, in this pamphlet, to make an 
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appeal to men of reflection, and propose to them 
to resolve, at length, with seriousness, the ques- 
tions which are agitated as often as our name is 
uttered. 

It is necessary that these questions be resolved ; 
we have need of it for ourselves, for those youths 
who come to knock at the threshold of our dwell- 
ings, and ask to share our manner of life. We 
must tell them, and they must know, whether in 
reality our laws exclude from the soil of their 
country the French Catholics, who embrace the 
religious life. 

Let men declare to us, with their hands on 
their hearts, with their hands on the Charter, — 
without further declamations, without further in- 
juries, — something serious at length : this will 
perhaps be a solemn injustice ; we shall mourn 
our country, we shall not mourn ourselves. We 
shall be able to go into exile again, and we shall 
go to seek the enjoyment of our rights as citizens 
and the liberty of our consciences among the sa- 
vages of America, or among the pagans of India 
and of China. 
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We are already three hundred and fifteen 
French Jesuits outside of France ; we shall be 
more. The whole earth is the Lord's Whom we 
serve. 

I will say, then, what we are : it is not known. 
I will explain it with precision. 

Four things will give a good acquaintance with 
us : — 

The spirit we draw from St. Ignatius's book of 
Spiritual Exercises ; 

The obedience which his Constitutions impose 
upon us; 

The apostolate which the Company exercises 
in its missions ; 

The doctrines which it embraces. 

I speak of what I know : nothing in my life 
is better known to me or more certain than what 
I am about to say, and it will be the simple truth. 
Men may reject it : God sees it and judges me.* 

* It is not an apology which 1 am making. If any 
one desire to know the decisive answer to all the ac- 
cusations, whether old or new, against the Society of 
Jesus, he may find it in the fol'owing works: Instruc- 
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Hon Pastorale, de M. de Beaumont, Archeveque de Paris, 
sur les atteintes portes, §rc, with the different testimo- 
nies collected together in the book entitled, VEglise, 
son aulorite, ses institutions, §rc. . . . Paris, Debecourt, 
1844. — Apologie des Jesuites, by Cerutti. — La verite 
prouvee par les faits, by Father Rozaven. — Vie de S. 
Ignace, by Father Bonhours. — Documents Historiques, 
Critiques, ^*c, concernant la Compaignie de Jesus, Paris, 
Waille, publisher, rue Cassette, 6. — Reponse au Recueil 
des Assertions. — Des Jesuites, par un Jesuite (Father 
Cahour), Paris, Poussielgue-Rusand, rue Hautefeuille, 
9. This last work, in two parts, is the exact rectifica- 
tion of the texts and facts altered in the recent attacks. 




ON THE LIFE AND INSTITUTE 

OP THE 

COMPANY OF JESUS- 
chapter i. 

THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES IN USE IN THE COMPANY 
OF JESUS. 

The book of the Spiritual Exercises is a ma- 
nual of retreat, a method of meditation, and at 
the same time a collection of thoughts and pre- 
cepts, adapted to direct the soul in the work of 
inward sanctification and the choice of a state of 
life. This book was not composed in order to be 
read, but in order to be put in practice ; and hence 
one cannot really appreciate it with any justice, 
until one has passed through the school of expe- 
rience. 

These religious Exercises have been of late 
strangely disfigured : persons have been strangely 
mistaken as to the sense, the aim, and the econo- 
3 
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my of the instructions they contain : I will re- 
store to all this its true character. 

The book of the Spiritual Exercises* is the 
work of a soldier, not less a stranger to human 
sciences than to the sacred studies when he com- 
posed it. 

Ignatius of Loyola was wounded at the siege 
of Pampeluna in 1521. In the state of forced 
inaction into which his wound had reduced him, 
he asked of those about him romances, in order 
to entertain himself. There were doubtless few 
books in the castle of his fathers ; they brought 
him the lives of Jesus Christ and of the Saints ; 
he read them. His soul is touched with them ; 
• a bright light shines before him : he quits his pa- 
ternal mansion. A pilgrim and a voluntary men- 
dicant, the converted warrior desires a solitude 
where he may be able freely, at a distance from 
the commerce of men, to study and sound his 
soul in converse with God. The cave of Man- 
reza serves him as an asylum. There among the 
rigors of penitence, arming himself with the 

* Exercitia Spiritualia. — Institutum Societatis Jesu, 
2 vol. in-fol. Pragse, 1757, torn. ii. p. 384. This is the 
best edition of the Institute, and the one J shall al- 
ways cite. 
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persevering courage of prayer, he struggles and 
seeks. He undergoes severe experiences, which 
overturn his whole nature. Pale, extenuated by 
macerations, prostrated in hair-cloth and ashes, 
he seems annihilated. A mighty hand raises him 
and conducts him to the great light of the divine 
illuminations, even to the most exalted regions of 
apostolic charity. 

Then, going back, so to say, and counting all 
his steps, Ignatius measured the course he had 
passed over ; he ascertained an admirable conca- 
tenation of truths and inward struggles which 
purify the soul, which place it in the presence of 
the Divine will, too often disowned, and restore 
it to God generous and devoted. ; 

Ignatius at Manreza, after having experienced 
their virtue for himself, thought it would be use- 
ful to retrace for others the succession of these 
truths and the economy of these ways: it was 
thus that the book of the Spiritual Exercises was 
composed. 

These Exercises are not our Institute ; they do 
not even, to speak properly, make part of our 
rules ; but, I grant, they are their soul, and as it 
were, their source. Yes, the Exercises have 
created the Society; they maintain it, preserve 
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it, and give it life : they are designed to form the 
generous Christian and even the apostle; the 
Constitutions make him a Jesuit; the missions 
put him to the work j the doctrines guide and in- 
spire him. 

I feel that I shall of necessity speak a strange 
language to a great many. I have to set forth 
the inward labor of the true regeneration;* I 
have to recount the transformation undergone by 
a soul which passes from the world to God, and 
which clothes itself with a supernatural life in 
spite of the attraction of the inclinations of na- 
ture. 

I have not merely read, but have practised, 
this book of Exercises. For the last twenty-one 
years it has been under my eyes ; it has been and 
still is the treasure of my life; I study it, I me- 
ditate upon it unceasingly, with happiness, with 
love ; I have performed with this book in my 
hand the exercises it points out. 

[* Regeneration is used here, not in its primary and 
literal sense, of being grafted into Christ, but in a se- 
condary and figurative one, of bringing the whole sys« 
tem into practical subjection to the grace then im- 
planted. This regeneration is called true in opposi- 
tion to the vain schemes of politicians and philoso- 
phers for the •* regeneration" of mankind.] 
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I cannot express the light, the liberty, the in- 
ward peace, they brought me. Yet I do not flat- 
ter myself that I possess the knowledge concealed 
in this little book I have still need, in order to 
acquire it, of prolonged and recollected medita- 
tions J and assuredly, I am not surprised, that it 
has been for many the unknown and sealed book. 

It was these exercises, followed and meditated 

* St. Ignatiu3 wished his book to be scrupulously 
examined at Rome. Pope Paul III. named censors. 
After a double examination and a double report, on the 
31st of July, 1548, he published the Bull Pastoralis 
Officii; in whmh we read these words: "Having 1 
44 learnt that these instructions and exercises are full 
" of piety and holiness, and very useful and salutary 
" for the edification and spiritual advancement of the 

44 faithful Of our certain knowledge and by the 

" Pontifical authority, by virtue of these presents, we 
44 approve, praise, and confirm the said exercises and 
44 all their contents." 

14 Nos igitur qui Exercitia et documenta hujusmodi 
4 . . . pietate, et sanctitate plena, et ad sedificationem 
44 et spiritualern profectum fidelium valde utilia et sar 

44 Itibria esse et fore comperimus Documenta et 

44 Exercitia prasdicta ac omnia et singula in eis enntenta, 
* 4 auctoritate prsedicta.. tenore prsesentium, ex certa. 
44 scientia. nostra approbamus, collaudamus, ac praesen- 
**tis scripti patrocinio comrnunimus." — Insiitutum 
Societatis Jesu. torn. ii. p. 387. 

I am not aware that there is any other example of a 
book so formally approved by a Bull of the .Sovereign 
Pontiffs. 

3* 
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upon with constancy, that gave to the Church, St. 
Charles Borromeo, St. Francis Xavier, St. Francis 
de Borgia, and a multitude of others. St. Francis 
de Sales, whose piety must not make us forget his 
genius, said of this book, that it had saved as 
many souls as it contained letters. 

I adjure those men of the world who are se- 
rious and reflected, and even the rest, to read 
with attention the rapid analysis I am about to 
make of it. They will find therein, I venture to 
believe, something satisfactory to elevated minds 
and generous hearts. 

The book of the Exercises is divided into four 
weeks : I shall follow this order. 

I. — First Week of the Exercises. 

The subject of the meditations, their distribu- 
tion in the course of a day, the advice and 
the thoughts which should direct the different ex- 
ercises 3 these are what will first arrest our atten- 
tion. 

The grave remembrances of the faith take pos- 
session of a soul : this, thank Heaven, still hap- 
pens ; the light of God is not extinct in the 
world ; it goes at times in search of those who 
least expect it. 

A man has been going the wrong road in life ; 
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he has been wandering in the tortuous ways, 
through the foolish opinions and the disordered 
passions. Ambition, the lively affections of 
youth, perhaps success, have lavished on him all 
their enjoyments ; he has exhausted them. Sad 
now, he sits down by the way-side, as the weary 
and disappointed traveller. 

On a sudden he feels the necessity of finding 
something better, of rushing to the presence of 
that happiness, the absence of which afflicts him. 
He seeks God, he would wish to recover Him, to 
place himself near Him, in order to relieve his 
downcast soul, and to quiet the torments it expe- 
riences in presence of the fearful judgments of 
conscience. 

Urged by an undefinable desire, he bursts his 
bonds. In one of those hours which God knows 
and marks with the seal of His infinite regard, a 
new disciple of penitence, he flees to the soli- 
tude to which the Lord calls him, in order to 
speak to his heart. He has resolved to live for a 
time unknown, concealed, far from those illusions 
which fascinated him, far from the tumult which 
deafened him. A noble effort ! a generous enter- 
prise ! for nothing is so difficult as to tear one's 
self from agitation, bustle, and all those power- 
ful shackles which one laments and loves. 
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Accordingly the commencement is painful : but 
soon one feels that the happiness begins, that af- 
ter so many wretched fluctuations one has ceased 
to be tossed to and fro : it is the storm which has 
cast one into the port. One feels also that one 
has found the necessary friend, the disinterested 
friend that was wanting, the father of a new ex- 
istence ; one hears the voice of God in the en- 
lightened priest who counsels and directs. It is 
he who teaches to wield the spiritual arms of the 
Exercises, and distributes them in due season for 
the combats that are preparing. 

The magnanimous deserter, then, goes to pitch 
his tent in the desert for thirty days, and to ac- 
complish the great work of the exercises which 
regenerate and transform him : like so many others 
before him, he goes to be born again to the pure, 
bold, and devoted life. 

For the rest, the end of the undertaking is pro- 
posed without circumlocution : I read as the title : 
" Spiritual Exercises for learning to conquer 
" one's self and regulating the whole of one's 
« life, without taking counsel of any disordered 
" affection,"* 

* Exercitia. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 393. 
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I still remember the impression which these 
words produced upon me when I read them for the 
first time : I saw therein all the engagements of 
my future. Immense object, said I to myself, no- 
ble view of a superior philosophy which applies 
itself to found in a soul the sovereign dominion 
of truth, grace and virtue. 

Now comes the course of that interior and spi- 
ritual apprenticeship which occupies four weeks. 
But it must be well understood, and it is what 
easily escapes a superficial reading \ all these ne- 
cessary forms of meditation, contemplation, vo- 
cal or mental prayer, and the other operations 
which are called Spiritual Exercises, are pious 
and regular motions which are to set the soul for- 
ward towards the great end 5 and this end, I re- 
peat it, is to tear away all the evil passions which 
have troubled and dishonored life, and to point 
out to each the state which suits him in this 
world for the free accomplishment of his ever- 
lasting destinies.* It will be to do at that time a 
great work : it will be to replace the creature in 
all the true dignity which can belong to it here 
below. 

* Exercitia. — Annot. prima. — Instit. Soc. torn. ii. 
p. 390. 
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In this design, so worthy of the reflections and 
efforts of a Christian and a wise man, St. Ignatius 
lays down first the principle of all moral good. 
Man was created by God for God : lord of the 
universe in all that is subject to his dominion, he 
ought to covet and choose nothing but supports 
for elevating himself to God, and for attaining 
his sublime end. All the creatures which sur- 
round him, and which serve himself, have no 
other destination to fulfil. He must, then, call 
to his aid here all the energy of the will, all the 
efforts of prayer, to ask, to obtain, these salutary 
means.* 

The more I advance, the more I perceive that 
I speak a language which would suit better the 
instructions of the pulpit. But since it has been 
wished to mark with the seal of ridicule this book 
of the Exercises, it is necessary that I say what 
there is there found serious and elevated. 

The soul thus replaced, by a violent and gene- 
rous effort, under the eternal law of tendency to- 
wards God ; the soul henceforth submissive and 
devoted, as is just, to the wishes of the Creator, 
must undertake a great combat. 

* Exercitia. — Annot. prima. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. 
p. 393. 
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An evil enemy, a tyrant, oppresses us ; the 
same which subjected the first man, which ravages 
the human race still, even sin j a voluntary divi- 
sion between the creature and its Author by the 
infraction of the divine laws; a deadly revolt, 
which drawing the soul away to a distance from 
the infinite majesty and beauty, degrades and pol- 
lutes its most noble faculties. 

To break this yoke, and also to expiate the too 
long reign of evil, the athlete of the Spiritual 
Exercises will arm hjmself with his humiliation 
itself, and with his most painful recollections. 
With the torch of divine righteousness in his 
hand, he will descend into the depths of his con- 
science ; he will go through with a searching 
look the shameful traces imprinted by iniquity 
upon his whole being in the course of the years 
gone by. He will come to take up, so to say, 
one after another, and to weigh in the balance of 
the sanctuary, the degraded powers of his soul.* 

It is this which St. Ignatius has named in his 
book, the Exercise of the three powers of the 
soul, or meditation properly so-called. The me- 
mory, the intellect, the will, have each in suc- 

* Exercitium . . . secundum tres animse potentias. 
— Instit. Soc, torn. ix. p. 396. 
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cession their functions and their duties to fulfil ; 
so that the whole spiritual and moral being of the 
man may be replaced as St. Paul speaks, in the 
holiness and righteousness of the truth. 

The soul begins by considering in rapid pre- 
ludes the hideous features of sin, which must 
excite the lively desire of penitential reparation. 
Then patient reflection, like the plough which 
works a field, exercises the faculties, each in its 
turn, by the severe view of the characters and 
chastisements of an evil long unknown, by the 
action of the imperious motives which urge us to 
hate and to deplore it. 

Such is the meditation of St. Ignatius, as found 
in the book of the Exercises.* 

It is practised by day, it is practised by night. 
It divides regularly the course of the hours, and 
leaves to repose or silent leisure the necessary in- 
tervals. This mysterious combat, when fully ac- 
cepted, demands a constant energy : yet a wise 
and intelligent regulator watches near the com- 
batant j he consults and governs the measure of 
his forces. The interior action and the fatigues 
of the exercises, it will be understood, must never 
go beyond it. 



I * Exercitia.— Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 397. 
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In the limits, then, of a just discretion, St. Ig- 
natius wishes that at midnight, as formerly the 
illustrious penitents of the desert, so also the so- 
litary of the Exercises should be called from his 
sleep to the struggle. Under the religious im- 
pression of the deepest obscurity and silence, an 
hour runs slowly away in the work of the 
thought and affections which press and purify the 
soul. Happy night that which is added thus to 
the days best filled up ! It will bear abundant 
fruits of light and peace. 

In the morning, at the second waking, the first 
hour which restores us to ourselves must restore 
us to God and to the austere laws of meditation. 
Two more hours in the course of the day must 
ripen further the thoughts, and increase the feel- 
ings, of the night and morning. 

This labor is loved ; I remember however that 
it sometimes calls the end of the day ; the end 
of the day is sometimes slow in coming. The 
reason is that the life of the spirit wearies the 
flesh. And yet, the evening come, one is con- 
tent ; one feels that the day has been good, and 
one reposes in the joy of the conscience. 

It will be understood that the law which pre- 
sides over all in the course of the exercises is the 
4 
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excellent law of solitude and silence ; it must 
ever be religiously kept :* solitude and silence, 
those two great things which approach so near to 
God, which seem to give us some idea of the di- 
vine nature itself, and to plunge us further in its 
immensity, in order to re-temper therein our soft- 
ened souls. Solitude is the country of the mighty, 
silence their prayer. There God speaks and acts 
in them ; He gives them life for noble designs, 
for energetic, enterprises. 

The man who is the captive of flesh and blood 
has a horror of solitude and silence : the men of 
the world know it ; and how often have they 
not avowed it to me ! What makes solitude 
heavy to them they feel ; it is that they there 
find God again ; it is that they there find them- 
selves again ; and their whole life is one long ef- 
fort to escape from these things. I recount here 
what I have often seen : deplorable weaknesses 
of the soul, for which the remembrance of my 
own deliverance inspires me with a more pro- 
found and tender interest. 

* Exercitia. — Annot. 20a ; addit. 7a, 8a, 9a ; Instit. 
Soc, torn. ii. p. 393 et 400. 

A 
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II. — Second Week. 

Such then is the first phase of the Exercises. 
I have recapitulated their principal points. 

The soul, placed by the meditation under the 
look of God, has been strongly exercised in the 
midst of the labors, the thoughts, and the pains 
which purify and repair it ; it has conceived a 
profound horror for the evil which degraded it, 
and a just contempt for itself and the world. It 
is an immense step which has been made.* 

Then Jesus Christ presents Himself to its looks 
as a valiant and glorious King : and during all the 
days of the week which commences, this divine 
Saviour and the mysteries of His life will be the 
object which the book of the Exercises will offer 
constantly for the meditation. 

First then Jesus Christ appears under the veil 
of a military parable which recalls the warrior 
and the apostle. St. Ignatius was both ; and per- 
sons misunderstand entirely his spirit, if they fail 
to see in his Exercises and constitutions the strono- 

o 

union of these two characters. The apostle of 
the Company of Jesus must bring into the com- 
bats to which God calls him the discipline, the 

* Exercitia. — 3um exerc, 1 hebd. — Inetit. Soc, 
torn. ii. p. 399- 
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freedom, and the self-denial of a soldier. The 
Jesuit is a soldier, and this is perhaps the reason 
why we meet with so lively and generous sympa- 
thies in the ranks of those warriors without fear, 
but also without reproach, who retain with the 
magnanimous piety of the brave, the ancient he- 
ritage of the French valor. 

Persons too often persuade themselves that pie- 
ty weakens courage 5 no, no ; it fortifies it, it ex- 
alts it; and in the attentive meditation on the 
truths of the faith, the noblest images of the life 
of the soldier present themselves as of themselves 
to the heart which is nourished with them. 

Jesus Christ, that divine hero, and as Bossuet 
somewhere calls Him, divine captain, shews him- 
self under the figure of a king marching to the 
conquest ^of the infidel countries, and seeking 
courageous soldiers who devote themselves to fol- 
low His tracks and share His fatigues. He who 
draws back when Jesus Christ calls, is a coward, 
says St. Ignatius, ignavus miles cestimandus.* 

And now the book of the Exercises will have 
the solitary soul, during the hours consecrated to 
meditation, keep itself constantly placed near the 

* Exercitia. — Contemplatio Regni Jesu Christi; 
Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 402. 
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divine model. All the adorable mysteries of the 
gospel history unroll themselves in succession to 
its looks. These mysteries must be for it as 
though they were actually present.* 

St. Ignatius requires that one should collect 
one's self very profoundly by the help of prayer, 
in order to isolate one's self some instants from 
all the vain phantasmagoria of the world, and to 
establish in the breast itself divine realties in 
their full life. 

An important observation finds its place here ; 
it not only explains the secret and the power of 
the Exercises of St. Ignatius, but also reveals to 
us the economy and the reason of the Liturgy and 
the sacred feasts of Christianity : the acts of the 
Man-God are ever working the redemption of the 
world ; they are not merely remembrances and 
histories of the past ; their truth, their infinite 
power lives and lasts ever present, ready to 
heal, ready to regenerate at every time the docile 
soul. 

These things have not been comprehended. 
Men who are strangers to these inward ways and 
to the language which belong to them, have seen 



* Exercitia. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 403. 
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therein nothing but a sad and cold mechanism, a 
studied constraint, fit only to arrest the transport 
of the inspiration of religion. Ah ! why have 
they not felt, as it was given me one day to feel 
it, all that, in the midst of this salutary economy 
of the Exercises, the soul experiences of holy and 
noble liberty I 

On that happy day, I felt that I was no longer 
subjected to a deadly and tyrannical despot 5 I 
found again the divine unction and light of grace 
in the order itself which had been traced for me ; 
I had, in fine, a guide and a support for the great 
journey. It is he, it is the minister of Jesus 
Christ, whose paternal experience tempers and 
modifies, according to need, the form and nature, 
as well as the duration of the Exercises, suitably 
to the dispositions and forces j it is he who brings 
one back into the way, if one happens to depart 
from it j it is he who unceasingly brings the soul 
near to the lessons and examples of the Master j 
for the soul is ever governed, but only in order to 
be the better sent back into the hands of his own 
counsel under the divine action : and persons have 
not been willing to comprehend, that if rules and 
methods are traced, they are the means, not the 
end j that they confine not, but aid and direct. 
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The soul remains none the less free under the 
hand of God. Its liberty is fortified and elevated ; 
and they who pretend to find a debasing yoke in 
a direction of help, see not that they reject the 
assistance which is offered to prevent their falling 
into the waves of the torrent : for to precipitate 
one's self among the depths of things divine, to 
adventure one's self into the vast deserts of con- 
templation, without rule, without guide, in order 
to follow only the spontaneous transport and the 
caprice of inspiration, is to accept all the dangers 
of the greatest illusions and the most disastrous 
follies.* 

III. — Election, or Choice of a State of Life. 

It must not be supposed that the book of the 
Exercises was made to occupy, in a holy manner, 
the leisures of the soul. It is above all for de- 
ciding and acting. It is not merely for repairing 
the past, it is for fixing the future ; it is for de- 
ciding time and eternity. It is not a mere con- 
templative relaxation. The warrior of Pampe- 
luna, who had borrowed from the profession of 

* Exercitia. — Addit. 4a. — Notand. 3wn llae hebd. 
— Colloq. de Incarn.— Annot. 15a, 17a, 18a. — Inslit. 
■Soc, torn. ii. p. 400, 404, 408, 392. 
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arms more than one idea, has transported one 
hither: soldiers perform their exercise only to 
prepare themselves for the battle. 

It is for this reason, that in the midst of the 
holy career a grave deliberation must open itself, 
in presence of the divine examples of Jesus 
Christ, which fix the beau-ideal of perfection for 
all, as well as those who are called to that of the 
world and family : it is the arrived time for what 
the book of the Exercises calls the election, that 
is to say, the choice of a state of life. The soul, 
as yet free, must, therefore, maturely consider 
what kind of life it suits it to embrace, in view 
of the glory of God and the eternal future. It 
considers faithfully the divine Redeemer; it ex- 
amines itself, and prays constantly. 

Such is the great business of the choice of a 
state of life ; it is the centre of the Exercises, 
the focus to which every thing tends, and the 
powerful knot to which our hopes and destinies 
are attached. 

What reckless and deficient existences in the 
world. How long and sad were their history ! 
They were not deliberated upon and chosen at 
the feet of the Sovereign Master of Life, at the 
source of religious thoughts. 
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Oh J if compassionate to one's self and gene- 
rous towards the Creator, one would deign to tear 
from the snatching whirlwind some hours and 
days of recollection, before running headlong into 
the so different functions of society ; if, while 
yet young, one would accept no determination 
for one's future but in presence of Him who 
poured forth His blood and His life for the salva- 
tion of all ; then would one comprehend the high 
mission of every Christian, of every enlightened 
man in this world ; magistrate, warrior, statesman, 
father, husband, scholar, man of science, pontiff, 
priest, or religious ; one would march under the 
standard of the faith, prudent and devoted, to re- 
medy the evils and increase the advantages of 
all ; and this would be Christianity realized to its 
highest power for the happiness of humanity ; 
but now men can scarce either deliberate, or 
choose, or pray, and desolation covers the earth. 

It was at the sight of this lamentable indiffer- 
ence of the greater part of mankind, that St. Ig- 
natius resolved to place in the midst of the Exer- 
cises this decisive deliberation. And in order the 
better to arrive at it, he requires of those who be- 
come his disciples to realize what he accomplish- 
ed himself, which was inspired to him in the cave 
of Manreza by the recent remembrance of the 
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career of arms and of the brilliant hopes which 
it offered him. 

There are there before you two camps, two 
standards, two chiefs, two armies, two spirits. 
Satan, the prince of the world, appears in Baby- 
lon. Bustle, agitation, trouble, a false glory, sur- 
round him. On his flag, in fiery characters, are 
engraved these words : Riches, honor, pride ; for 
he represents not at first the attraction of plea- 
sures to the soul which the pangs of repentance 
have regenerated : he orders his ministers to make 
glitter every where the brilliance of his promises, 
and so establish to a distance the dominion of his 
powerful illusions. 

Jesus, seated in a low plain, near to Jerusalem, 
offers to the eyes of all, the touching and divine 
image of peace and sweetness. We read on his 
standard : Poverty, reproaches, humility. Noble 
and courageous device : and Jesus Christ requires 
of His soldiers to propagate afar its power and its 
benefits. One must choose : St. Ignatius, in the 
constant calm which never abandons his instruc- 
tions, sees that it is necessary to pray, and ear- 
nestly conjure Mary, that she may place and re- 
tain us under the banner of her Son, yet in the 
degree and rank marked by the divine will. This 
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is what is called the meditation of the two stand- 
ards. On the one side are offered the enjoyments 
which give death, on the other the sacrifices 
which bring life.* 

A painful lamentation escapes from my mind : 
how is it that the courage of youth dares scarce- 
ly even to face in the silence of the retreat the 
combat of the affections and thoughts, in order to 
attain that security and happiness which can be 
given only by a divine vocation known and em- 
braced, whatever it may be ? And I shall ever 
say : If the world is agitated by so many inquie- 
tudes, so many contradictory pullings about, it is 
because many strong and ardent natures are not 
in the place which Providence had marked for 
them. Who, then, collects himself within his 
own heart in order to know it ? 

But the Exercises reserve for this moment a 
magnificent spectacle. They present to us the 
noblest and most beautiful use of human liberty : 
it is the most elevated situation for man ; nothing 
is more solemn in an existence, and God Himself 
has had no more divine object. It is even the 
object of the creation. God never places a soul 

* Exercitia.— Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 406 et 407. 
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here below without deciding that there will be 
for it a moment which will see it make well or 
make ill the great choice. And when this is 
made well, it is the most sublime prerogative ex- 
ercised ; it is the election of God by the creature. 

The soul, then, at this moment of the Exercises,, 
is placed in presence of Jesus Christ and His gos- 
pel, in presence of the last end of every man tra- 
velling here below, in presence of all the legiti- 
mate states and means. It is free, yet subjected 
to the interior labor of a double action and hos- 
tile influences. What troubles and violent storms; 
at times ! What combats and alternatives ! It is 
like a troubled sea j the waves lift themselves,, 
the waves fall. An immense balancing, like the 
balancing of two worlds, is perceived. And the 
soul is in reality between two worlds — between 
two eternities. 

It is an admirable thing to observe how St. Is- 
natius, in his invincible assurance, conducts his 
disciple through all the rocks, and lands him in a 
tranquil port. 

The action of the Spirit of God is different : at 
one time it is the eagle which makes a stoop and 
carries off, at another it is the dove which rests 
and charms softly. 
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A mighty grace comes to seize and prostrate 
Saul the persecutor on the road to Damascus ; de- 
liberation is hardly possible any longer. " Paul, 
" yesterday Saul, arise : go, bear My Name before 
" the nations." The soul obeys. 

The divine action by soft and constant attrac- 
tions inclines towards a choice clearly shewn : 
one advances in the calm ; this will be a future 
blessed of the Lord. 

But (suppose) these privileged signs do not ap- 
pear in their undoubted clearness ; then must the 
reason, enlightened by faith, fulfil its function, 
which is the highest, and its mission, which is 
the most august, on the earth. 

When the soul is tranquil, when it possesses in 
peace all its powers, it will balance and weigh 
the opposed motives, consulting God in prayer. 
It will place itself on the bed of death, at the 
feet of the Sovereign Judge, or near an unknown 
person who, having been met for the first time in 
one's life, should expose his doubts, ask their so- 
lution, and call for all the disinterestedness of 
the freest counsel. 

In this way light comes j the choice is deter- 
mined ; it immolates on the altar of sacrifice all 
the repugnances of nature. Jesus Christ has 
$ % 5 
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overcome, and the faithful disciple, victorious 
with Him, sings and celebrates His triumph, de- 
voting to the Lord his forces, his labors, and his 
whole life, either in the apostolate of the world, 
or in the consecrated militia.* 

0 God ! I bless Thee and thank Thee ! it is 
thus that Thou hast fixed my life, and assured for 
ever my happy existence. 

IV. — Third and Fourth Weeks. 
The great work of the election is accomplish- 
ed ; one's life is fixed. But what it is very ne- 
cessary to remark, and what St. Ignatius could 
not forget, is that, whatever state one may have 
embraced, the Cross, the Cross and its trials must 
be contemplated in their most vivid and present 
reality. Nothing is more necessary or more wise. 
What time, what place, what state, was ever ex- 
empt from sufferings ? The crosses are everywhere; 
when one flees them, one finds them. The most 
happy are they who embrace them. Is not the 
earth one immense Calvary t We must be able, 
like the Son of God, to reduce ourselves by obedi- 
ence to the state of a voluntary death, in order to 
rise again, to live of His life, to act and speak in 
His name with power, to devote one's self, follow- 

* Exercitia. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 407—412* 
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ing Him in the chosen career, to all the labors of 
self-denial, of mortification, and of the apostolate. 
And what remains then? One thing alone, 
which comprehends and sums up all the exercises, 
which secures and fructifies the future created by 
their virtue : the Divine love. 

Philosophy is little conscious of the dignity of 
her mission among men, when she neglects, in 
her high speculations, to join herself to the faith 
in order to celebrate the duty, the power, and the 
happiness of the love of God.* 

The greatest geniuses of paganism had at least 
had a presentiment of it. Socrates and Plato 
wished that men should attach themselves to 
what they call to xxxov, which signifies at once 
the beautiful and the good, that is to say, the per- 
fect, Plato expresses admirably the greatness 
and the heroism of this love, when he makes So- 
crates say, in his Symposium, " that there is 

" something divine in him who loves 

" that love makes of him a god by virtue 

" that they who love are alone willing to die for 
" another."! 

* Exercitia, torn. ii. p. 410 — 414. 

f Fenelon. — Testimony of the pagans on pure love. 
— Complete Works, vol. xviii. p. 322, Paris, Lebel, 
1823. 
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The profoundly Christian philosophy of Leib- 
nitz contains a sublime doctrine on this head : 
f These thoughts are excellent," says he, in speak- 
ing of Providence, " that God is a common Father; 
" and this idea ought less to alarm us than that of 
" an orphan world, abandoned to chance.* ..... 
" If there are those who would think otherwise, 
" go much the worse for them j they are malcon- 
" tents in the State of the greatest and best of all 
" monarchs, and they are in the wrong not to pro- 
" fit by the specimens He has given them of His 
" infinite wisdom and goodness, in order to make 
" Himself known, not merely as admirable, but 
" further as beyond all things worthy of love."f 

In fine, wishing to establish the foundations of 
solid devotion, Leibnitz reminds us that Jesus 
Christ came to bring the law of love, and he gives 
the true characters of it : " Love is that affection 
" which makes us find pleasure in the perfections 
" of the object of one's love j and there is noth- 
" ing more perfect than God, nothing which 
<c ought to charm us more. In order to love 
" Him, it suffices to behold His perfections, which 
" is easy, because we find in ourselves the ideas 

* Thoughts of Leibnitz, vol. 1, p. 252, Paris, 1823. 
f Ibid., p. 264. 
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" of them. The perfections of God are those of 
" our own souls ; but He possesses them without 
" bounds 3 He is an Ocean of which we have re- 

" ceived but drops Order, proportions, 

" harmony, enchant us God is all order. 

" He makes the universal harmony j all 

" beauty is an opening out of His rays."* 

I need not cite Fenelon, whose eminently phi- 
losophic genius and tender piety could speak so 
well the language of the pure and noble love of 
God.f 

The soldier elevated on a sudden, in the cavern 
of Manreza, to the highest philosophy, to that of 
holiness, was far from omitting this last consum- 
mation and crowning of the virtues by the divine 
charity. He points out, according to his custom, 
more than he developes j he opens a rich vein, 
recounts some facts, and leaves the soul to its 
thoughts. 

But how sublime a sketch in this final contem- 
plation for obtaining love /J 

Two fruitful principles and two practices are 

* Thoughts of Leibnitz, vol. ii. p. 338, 339. 
f Fenelon. — Sur le pur Amour, torn, xviii. p. 307; 
Paris, Lebel, 1823. 
X Exercitia. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 414 et 415. 

5* 
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laid down : love consists in works ; love consists 
in the reciprocal communication of good things. 
God himself will serve us for a regulator and a 
measure. What God does and what He gives us, 
we ought to oblige ourselves to do and to give for 
Him : it is justice. 

The soul transports itself into the midst of the 
angels, in order the better to contemplate with 
them those inexhaustible riches which the Lord, 
in His love for man, lavishes upon him. 

" I restore to Thee, 0 my God ! I consecrate 
" and deliver to Thee, by a just return, all that I 
"am, all that I have: my liberty, my remem- 
" brances, my thoughts, my affections ; for Thou 
" hast given me all." 

God lives, God dwells in the creatures ; He 
lives and dwells in me ; He unceasingly creates 
in me life, sensation, intelligence ; He has made 
me His august temple, in which shines His divine 
image ; I will live then His life, and I will live 
for Him, united unceasingly to His immensity 
ever present. 

God works and labors for me in all the crea- 
tures ; His hand is employed, and by His action 
He fills with His benefits all that breathes. I 
will labor then, I will act in my turn, I will ex- 
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pend all my powers for God, and this will be the 
legitimate correspondence of love. 

The career is finished ; thirty days have run 
by ) the man is ready j the Exercises have trans- 
formed him : it will be necessary, however, that 
he persevere, that he increase, that he devote 
himself to the Divine love, that he contend and 
ever renounce himself.* 

Such is the book of the Exercises. The reader 
knows now the idea which inspired it, the object 
to which it tends, the means which it points out 
for arriving thereat. 

I have said and recounted, without making a 
polemical work. There is so great a risk of los- 
ing charity in these contests of language. But 
whatever power I may wish to keep over myself, 
I cannot here deprive my heart of the right of 
opening itself out. I must say, then, how pain- 
fully it was grieved, when I saw a book for me 
so dear and so venerated, exposed lately to the 
derision of the world, under an unworthy dis- 
guise. 

In order to calumniate it, persons have con- 
founded and altered every thing ; they have 
wished to recognize in it ecstacy reduced to sys- 

* Exercitia. — Instit. Soc, torn. ii. p. 410. 
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tern, the enthusiasm of divine things, changed 
into stupifying mechanism, in order to bring out 
of all the trials the Christian automaton and the 
servile instrument of fear. 

The reply has just been read. 

This admirable book is all spirit and life. St. 
Ignatius there expressed his own history ; and the 
cave of Manreza, witness of his inward strug- 
gles and his courageous triumphs, could inspire 
him with no other thought than that of tracing 
sure ways of corresponding faithfully with grace, 
of uniting one's self to the divine force and truth 
— of passing to the noble liberty of the children 
of God. 

But what darkens the judgment of certain per- 
sons in this, as in many other cases, is the univer- 
sal error of the times in which we live, that of 
seeing enthusiasm only where it manifests itself 
by wanderings, of placing the triumph of the 
will in the display of its proud pretensions ; in 
fine, of proving human liberty only 1>y the abuse 
it makes of itself. 

As for us, our point of view, that of the Gos- 
pel, that of St. Ignatius, is altogether different : 
we believe that enthusiasm, by regulating itself, 
purines itself and raises itself all the distance 
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which separates heaven from earth : we believe 
that the will of man, renouncing itself and sub- 
mitting to the will of God, gains its most glorious 
victory: we believe that liberty never testifies 
with a higher or more worthy voice what she can 
do than in learning to obey. 

In this lies the whole question between our 
contradictors and ourselves. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE COMPANY OF JESUS. 

It has been seen what is the source whence we 
draw our spirit, the crucible in which we re-tem- 
per our souls. 

Perhaps it will have appeared that the Consti- 
tutions of the Society should suffice to make us 
known ; after the reading of the preceding chap- 
ter, persons must be convinced that an exact analy- 
sis of the book of the Exercises was indispensable. 

How many times have not our Constitutions 
been attacked and disfigured ! In order to justify 
them, I will simply expose them. 
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It is not my intention here to enlighten minds 
which do not wish to be enlightened ; but it is 
necessary that the simple truth should have been 
told once ; I will tell it. 

The noviciate, the studies, the third year of 
probation and the different offices we fulfil, the go- 
vernment of the Company, our vow of obedi- 
ence : these are the principal points of which I 
have to speak. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, is the sole author of the 
Constitutions as of the Exercises. 

When I studied this collection of laws, so 
wisely conceived and so powerfully appropriated 
to all the designs of a religious Society, when I 
wished to know to the bottom that which was to 
become the rule of my whole life, I saw clearly 
that the true spirit of the Gospel had dictated 
these laws. 

For a Catholic there cannot be any doubt on 
this head. The Institute of the Company of 
Jesus has been approved by twenty Popes. Cle- 
ment XIV., it is true, suppressed it, but without 
condemning it ; Pius VII. established it, approv- 
ing it anew. The Council of Trent had declared 
*" that they did not wish to innovate at all, nor 
" to hinder the Clerks regular of the Company 
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" of Jesus from serving the Lord and His Church 
" according to their pious Institute, which had 
" been approved by the Holy See." " Sancta 
" Synodus non intendit aliquid innovare aut pro- 
" hibere quin religio Clericorum Societatis Jesu, 
" juxta pium earum Institutum a Sancta Sede ap- 
" probatum, Domino et ejus Ecclesias inservire 
" possit."* This is a great and solemn testimony. 

Many times the Church of France, by the 
voice of its assembled bishops, has clearly de- 
clared itself in favor of the Company of Jesus j 
and it is known that in the last century they pro- 
tested against the order of State for their suppres- 
sion.! 

Persons have been able to say at certain times 
of some religious Orders that they have degene- 
rated from the spirit of their primitive institu- 
tion ; never have they said it of the Company of 
Jesus j never have they reproached it with hav- 
ing departed from the spirit of its founder, nor 

* Concil. Trid. Sess. 25, cap. 16. 

f The opinion of the bishops and the Pastoral In- 
struction of M. Beaumont will be found in the work 
intitled : UEglise, son autorite, ses institutions, et 
VOrdre des Jesuites . . . ; Paris, Debecourt, 1844 ; and 
in the Documents Historiques concernant la Compagni 
de Jesus, Paris, Waille, rue Cassette, 6. 
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from the Constitutions which he gave it. And is 
there not in this single fact something that should 
inspire esteem for such an institution? If it is 
true that after three centuries it preserves its 
force and life, is there not an interest for study- 
ing it which arises from this favorable presump- 
tion ? 

This study of the Constitutions of the Society 
of Jesus it is my object to propose to those who 
are serious. I shall recommence it willingly 
with them ; it is this which has made me what I 
am; let it make them just towards us: this, I 
think, will be a happiness for all. 

Besides, even apart from the grave circum- 
stances in which we now are, a legislation which 
has been the object at once of so many attacks 
and so many praises, is a curious subject of obser- 
vation. 

And is it not also a great historical and moral 
problem to examine how religious faithful to 
their laws, to laws which the Church has ap- 
proved, have been able to see themselves exposed 
to such a contradiction of tongues ? For cer- 
tainly it is not awarding to ourselves a praise 
which belongs not to us, to say that never were 
men by turns, hated, detested, esteemed, beloved, 
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to the same degree ; that never were men so 
much as the religious of the Company of Jesus, 
the object of prejudices more violently hostile 
and more fully favorable. 

It is time, perhaps, to arrive at a solution, and 
to demand of opinion a definitive sentence. I 
think the occasion suitable ; I have sufficient con- 
fidence that sincere minds will be willing to ac- 
count to themselves for that singular contrast 
which has represented a religious Society as a 
body vowed, according to the one side, to all the 
labors, and all the sacrifices of the apostolate, — 
as a permanent focus, according to the others, of 
intrigue, imposture, and ambition. 

When the voice which called me, made itself 
heard to the bottom of my heart, when I was ba- 
lancing in myself the different weight of these 
strange contradictions, there was a day when I 
said : Pascal, your genius has committed a great 
crime, that of establishing an alliance, perhaps 
indestructible, between falsehood and the language 
of the French people. You have fixed the voca- 
bulary for calumny ; it passes for the rule still ; 
it shall not do so for me. 

This imperishable authority acauired for false- 
hood by the magic of language, this imperious do- 
minion exercised for two centuries by a calum- 
6 
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niator of genius, to borrow of M. Chateaubriand 
this trait of his reparative eloquence, did not hinder 
me at that time from taking and putting in prac- 
tice my resolution of entering into the Company. 
I must say it : higher thoughts occupied me j will 
it be permitted me to avow it in all the plainness 
of my faith and convictions ? The hatred which 
unceasingly pursues appeared to me a powerful 
motive for esteem and love. The ancient philo- 
sophy, having a kind of presentiment of the Gos- 
pel, had already proclaimed by its most sublime 
organ : Nothing is more glorious than to suffer 
persecution for justice. " And God Himself," 
Bossuet somewhere adds, " has thought this des- 
" tiny so great that He has found nothing on earth 
" more worthy of His Son." 

Now, and for twenty-one years during which 
I have belonged to the Society of Jesus, this per- 
severing hatred encourages and consoles me. 
What I should dread above every thing, is the 
softness which makes men's souls degenerate : 
softness is not with us : before the repeated as- 
saults of persecution and injury men do not grow 
soft 

I come then not to complain ; I should be 
more disposed to rejoice ! No more do I come 
to justify myself; I come but to give a simple and 
true testimony. 

* . W ! % 
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Richelieu and other profound politicians saw 
in the Constitutions of the Company of Jesus, 
the ches-d'auvre of genius : for myself I call the 
work of my father a monument of admirable 
wisdom, piety, and holiness. 

Two words might sum up all here : end and 
mean. The end, is the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls ; the mean, is obedience. 

For the rest, it is very important, in order to 
know us, that persons should be willing to com- 
prehend these things 5 and what will make them 
better comprehended, is what I am about to re- 
count. It is not a fiction, it is the simple truth. 

A man tired of the world quitted it. Perhaps 
the ardent passions of youth had violently dis- 
turbed his soul 5 he sought a shelter. Disabused 
of the vain illusions and chimeras of independ- 
ence, he thirsted to obey ; he felt the immense 
need of it : he invoked obedience as the saving 
asylum that was to protect his dignity as a man, 
and assure him the possession of the true liberty, 
the emancipation of the soul. 

The work of the spiritual exercises completes 
the shewing him the light and tracing him the 
way ; he knocks at the door of the Company of 
Jesus. 

What strikes him from the time of his en- 
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trance, is the profound peace which reigns in the 
religious abode. The aspect of those silent walls, 
the collected gait of those who inhabit them, the 
sound of the steps which makes a noise as in a 
desert ; the order, the poverty, which is every 
where met with, the kind reception and the oblig- 
ing manner of the good brother who introduces, 
the gentle gravity of the father^ who receives, a 
certain sweet and pure air which one breathes, a 
presence of God more intimate, as it seems, and 
more familiar, — every thing in this abode, when 
for the first time one enters it as a stranger com- 
ing from afar and beaten by the storms, every- 
thing there makes one feel an impression which 
one can hardly define, but which must be named 
the impression of God. An unknown principle, 
a beneficent spirit, solaces one's pains, repairs 
one's forces, and gives the foretaste of a new and 
happy life. In fine, one has around one nothing 
but open and pious hearts, serene brows j the con- 
versation which rarely interrupts a long silence, 
is ever simple and fraternal, the mutual relations 
free, joyous, easy. 

Placed still on the threshold, the candidate 
for the religious life will know beforehand the 
whole extent of the duties which the Company 
of Jesus dictates to its members ; he must and 
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will know what the spirit is which animates it in 
all its truths free, he will make his decision. 

" Are you ready," he is asked, " to renounce 
" the world, and all possession, as well as all 
" hope, of worldly goods ? Are you ready to 
" beg, if need be, your bread from door to door 
" for the love of Jesus Christ 1 — Yes.* 

" Are you disposed to live in whatever country 
" of the world, and in whatever employ, the su- 
" periors shall judge that you will be more useful 
" for the greater glory of God and the salvation 
" of souls Yes.f 

" Are you resolved to obey the superiors, who 
" hold to you the place of God, in all things 
" in which you shall not judge your conscience 
" wounded by sin ? — Yes. J 

" Do you feel yourself generously determined 
" to reject with horror, and without exception, 
" all that men, slaves of the prejudices of the 
" world, love and embrace ; and will you accept 
" and desire with all your powers, what Jesus 
" Christ our Lord loved and embraced ? — Yes.§ 

* Exam., c. 4, § 1, 12, 26, 27 ; Const, part. vi. c. 2, 
§ 10; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 345 et se<}., et p. 410. 

f Exam., c. 4, § 35 ; Const, part iii. c. 2, litt. G. ; 
Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 350 et 378. 

X Exam, c 4, § 29 ; Const, part iii. c. 1, § 23 et 
passim ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 373. 

§ Exam., c. 4, § 44; Instit. Soc. torn. i. p. 352. 
6* 
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" Do you consent to clothe yourself with the 
" livery of ignominy which He bore, to suffer 
" like Him, out of love and respect for Him, re- 
" proaches, false testimonies, and injuries, although 
" you have given no occasion for them 1 "* 

One must answer; and, immortal thanks be 
given to the goodness of God, I have answered 
Yes. " You will pass for mad. — Yes, that suits 
" me." 

Never did stranger questioning strike the ears 
of man ; never perhaps were Gospel of the Cross 
and its sacred folly better presented in their na- 
tive plainness. Moreover, St. Ignatius understood 
so well that the soldiers of his Company were 
true disciples of the crucified God, that during 
his life, all his historians attest, he earnestly pray- 
ed the Lord that the Society might be always per- 
secuted \ he has been well heard, it must be al- 
lowed. 

But in fine the questioning is finished ; it is 
verified, as an exact prophecy is, by a permanent 
accomplishment; and when the Postulant, still 
free, has answered, he is admitted into the Novi- 
ciate. 

* " Indui e&dem veste ac insignibus Domini sui, pro 
»• ipsius amore ac reverentia .... contumelias, falsa 
" testimonia, et injurias pati." .... Ibid. 
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With this begins for him a new order of things. 

L — Noviciate. 

The Novice will pass two years in a profound 
retreat ; he will have this time for reflection, and 
this time is necessary before binding himself by 
irrevocable engagements. The moral trials he 
must undergo are great. Accordingly his deter- 
mination, after two years of noviciate, will be 
free, enlightened, courageous. 

During this same space of time all study is for- 
bidden him.* A bold and powerful conception 
which cannot well be appreciated by theory alone; 
experience is necessary. 

So great a distance separates the life of the 
world and the religious life, the studies of a man 
destined to move in the ways of the world and 
those of the religious reserved for apostolic la- 
bors, that for the soul called to this kind of life 
in the Society of Jesus, the energetic and prudent 
legislator has wished to create in some sort a new 
medium and a whole new existence. In the 
long education of his Novices, and in the absence 
even of study, he has intended, says he, to pre- 
pare the better foundation for the studies them- 

* Const, part. iii. c. 1, § 27; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
574. 
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selves, that is to say, humility and all the solid 
virtues.* 

Prayer, prolonged meditations, the practical 
study of perfection, and above all, of the most 
entire denial of one's self, the courageous refor- 
mation of the inclinations of nature, the daily 
and faithful struggle against the love of a false 
honor and of false enjoyments, the familiar use 
of the spiritual exercises, and of conversation 
with God, the knowledge of a hidden world at 
the bottom of the soul, and of a life altogether 
inward ; these are the things which fill up the 
hours of the noviciate.f 

I shall be pardoned, in speaking of this time 
now removed to a great distance from me, for 
there finding again my sweetest remembrances j 
then were spent the happiest days of my life. 
Beloved cradle of my religious infancy, laborious 
crucible of my soul, fruitful purification of the 
intellect and heart j no, I will never forget you ! 

There it is that the last sounds of the world, 
together with its vain agitations, come to their 

* " Ad praeparandam earum fundamentum, humili- 
*' tatis scilicet ac omnis viitutis." — Const, part. iii. c. 
1, § 27; Instit. Soc, p. 374. 

f Const, part. iii. c. 1 — Exam., c. 4, § 41 ; Instit. 
Soc, torn. i. p. 370 et 371. 
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death. In the school of repentance and prayer, 
one strips one's self little by little of this false 
life, of these factitious interests, of these inferior 
affections, which hinder from aspiring to the 
combats and triumphs of the great glory of God 
and of the conquest of souls. And yet the unc- 
tion of the divine conversations, and the power- 
ful attractions of grace, and the intimate happi- 
ness of an unalterable concord and peace, pene- 
trate, encourage, console. ... Oh ! it must needs 
be said that these first years pass away with a 
happy rapidity. 

The Novice, torn thus from the illusions of the 
life of the world, and better fortified for the fu- 
ture against the danger of their return, is not as 
yet bound by any engagement ; he is free. Of- 
ten, very often, his reflections were called to the 
grave obligations which the vows impose. He 
had to pass through repeated and decisive trials.* 
He deliberates, he is examined, he is judged, he 
judges with an entire liberty. He offers himself 
at last, the Society accepts him : after the revolu- 
tion of two years he gives himself to the Lord 
by an irrevocable consecration. 

I will not attempt to say what passes in the 
soul at that time. 



* Exam., c. 1, § 9 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 347. 
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The work of the noviciate is glorious : the no- 
viciate is that labor regenerative of the mind, 
which delivers as much as possible to the divine 
grace the entire possession of the faculties, forces, 
and habits of the soul. It is a sort of creation, a 
powerful transformation which must emancipate 
the religious liberty from the innumerable shackles 
with which it was embarrassed by the interests, 
views, affections, and passions of nature. It is 
the forge in which the iron is softened in order 
to take again a new existence ; it is the file which 
clears away the rougher parts, which takes away 
the rust, which prepares the instrument, and deli- 
vers it useful into the hands of the workman. At 
that time is impressed a direction which replaces 
in the man all the merely human directions, by 
the sole ambition of the divine glory and of the 
eternal salvation of all. 

To this object tend all the trials which the No- 
vice must undergo, all. the rules which he must 
observe, all the lights which are lavished upon 
him. And St. Ignatius, with a constancy which 
never fails, expresses almost at every page this 
sublime end of his work : M major em Dei glo- 
riam : this glory for which we are formed, which 
commences here below by the faithful submission 
of the reasonable creature to its author, which is 
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consummated in heaven in the bosom of beatitude 
and of the infinite perfections. 

Ad majorem Dei gloriam : You cannot believe 
in this altogether supernatural and sacred policy : 
I am not surprised at it. But by what right do 
you venture to substitute another for it in your 
inconsiderate affirmations, in order to traduce at 
the bar of generations, as guilty of an idea which 
they have not, which they never had, a Society of 
men for whom, one would think justice and truth 
were made as well as for you 1 

But let us go on. 

Two years have run by ; the vows have been 
pronounced, the hour of the studies has sounded ; 
the religious of the Company enters upon a new 
career. 

II. — Studies. 

Besides the power of example and the life of 
the spirit, the apostolic man must have also suita- 
ble knowledge, in order the better to aid his 
brethren to attain the entire accomplishment of 
their destinies. 

" When then," says St. Ignatius, " the foun- 
" dation of self-denial and of the necessary pro- 
" gress in the virtues shall have been laid in those 
" who are admitted amongst us, we shall think 
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" then of constructing the edifice of their know- 
" ledge."* 

It will be necessary without doubt to take care, 
lest, in consequence of the earnestness of the 
studies, the love of the solid virtues and of the 
religious life grow cool ; but it will be necessary 
also to bring wise temperaments to the exercises 
of mortification and piety j for the studies require 
in some sort the whole man, quadammodo totum 
hominem requirunt.-f Thus do we see all things 
balance and agree with one another according to 
the rules of the surest moderation and the highest 
foresight. 

Among men the number is small of those who 
are at once virtuous and learned : boni simul et 
eruditi pauci inveniuntur. Accordingly, the idea 
of the first founders of the Company was to ad- 
mit into its bosom young persons whom they 
might apply themselves to form well, and who by 
their qualities might give the hope of seeing one 
day realized in them this double condition of 
knowledge and virtue, together necessary in order 
to labor with fruit for the salvation of souls. 

* Const., part. iv. Prooem. ; Instit. Soc. torn. i. p. 
378. 

f Const., part, iv. c. 4, § 2; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
383. 
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These are still St. Ignatius' own words ; they 
contain the mind, the object, and the reason of 
our studies.* 

The course must be regularly and faithfully fol- 
lowed, when the age, the defect of fitness or of 
health, the necessities of the holy ministry, or 
the misfortune of the times, do not olFer an in- 
vincible obstacle to it. 

The two years which follow those of the novi- 
ciate are given first of all to rhetoric and litera- 
ture ; three years to philosophy and the physical 
and mathematical sciences, sometimes more.f 

Then comes what we call the Regence, or the 
teaching of the Classes in a College. It is so ar- 
ranged that the young professor, commencing by 
a class of grammar, rises successively, and goes 
through all the degrees of the professorship one af- 
ter another. Five or six years pass thus in the course 
of the Regence. There is in this great utility for 
one's self and devotion for others; while learn- 
ing much, one fulfils all the duties of an assiduous 
zeal towards youth, which is so worthy of it, and 
in the functions which demand the most. 

* Const., part. iv. Procem., litt. A ; Ibid. p. 379. 

f Const., part. iv. c. 5, § 2 et 3; Ratio Studiorum 
Reg. Prov. 17 et 18; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 385, — 
torn. ii. p. 172. 

7 
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Education occupies a great place in our life, 
when it is permitted us to follow our Constitution 
on this head. 

About the age of twenty-eight or thirty, the 
religious is sent to theology. This study, with 
that of Holy Scripture, of canon law, of Eccle- 
siastical history, and of the oriental languages, 
occupies four years, or even six for those who 
may shew remarkable dispositions. The priest- 
hood is not conferred until the end of the theo- 
logical studies, rarely before the age of thirty- 
two or thirty-three. 

After each year of this long course of studies, 
a severe examination is undergone ; no one passes 
into the course of the following year until after 
a favorable judgment had been given by the Ex- 
aminers upon the year which has preceded. ' 

All the studies finished, those who have up to 
that time succeeded in the annual examinations, 
undergo a general examination on the whole of 
the philosophical, physical, and theological sci- 
ences. To have gained three favorable votes 
out of four in this last examination is one of the 
necessary conditions for being admitted to the 
profession.* 

* Const., part. iv. et Ratio Studiorum Reg\ Prov. 
passim. 
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Such is the order of the studies for the young 
religious of the Company of Jesus. 

It is seen j it is conformable to the end which 
the holy founder proposed. For the greater 
glory of God and the greater good of souls, a long 
apprenticeship prepares the gospel laborers for 
every position, for every sacred ministry. St. Ig- 
natius desires, as much as possible, men solidly 
instructed, men who do not run astray, who 
march with an assured step in the ways of truth, 
and are ever enlightened and guided by sound 
doctrine ; men who know all that needs to be 
known, who place themselves faithfully in pre- 
sence of the movement of science, and maintain 
themselves at its height ; who in every thing, in 
history, in physics, in philosophy, in literature, as 
in theology, do not remain behind their age, but 
are able to follow or even aid its advances, yet 
without ever forgetting that they are vowed to 
the defence of religion and the salvation of souls. 

We have been reproached with not forming 
men of genius. 

Among the most illustrious glories of France 
will be counted, I think, Corneille, Racine, Mo- 
liere, La Fontaine, Bossuet, Fenelon, Bourdaloue, 
Conde, Turenne, Descartes, and Pascal : of these 
eleven great men, seven were pupils of the Je- 
suits. 
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As for ourselves, we shall perhaps be allowed 
to recal to memory that multitude of useful men 
which the Company has produced in all branches 
of human knowledge, as in all kinds of gospel 
functions. 

And if men were willing to be just, would 
they not find the marks of the genius of theology 
in Suarez and Vasquez, whom Benedict XIV. 
named the two lights of theology, duo luminaria 
theologies, — in Bellarmin and De Lugo ; the ge- 
nius of the eloquence of the pulpit in Segneri, 
in Bourdaloue, of whom Bossuet said, this man 
will ever be the master of us all ; in fine, the ge- 
nius of science in Petau, Sirmond, Kircher, Cla- 
vius, Gaubil, Grimaldi ?* 

After all, St. Ignatius wished to form apostolic 
men ; and I fear not to say, the different ages of 
the Company have realized in this respect the 
fireat idea of its founder. 

* Lalnnde wrote : — " Among the calumnies which 
" the rage of the Protestants and Jansenists exhaled 
»* against them (the Jesuits), I remarked La Chalotais, 
*« who carried ignorance and blindness so far as to say 
* k that the Jesuits had not produced mathematicians. 
44 I was then making the tables of my astronomy : I 
** inserted an article on the Jesuit astronomers ; their 
ti number astonished me. I had occasion to see La 
¥ Chalotais at Saintes in 1773 : I reproached him with 
44 his injustice, he admitted it." 
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The number of Jesuit authors is stated at up- 
wards of twelve thousand : we love better to re- 
cal our eight hundred martyrs immolated for the 
faith, our eight thousand missionaries whose life, 
precious before the Lord, was consumed in the la- 
bors of zeal among the savages and infidels, and 
those venerated and beloved brethren whose holi- 
ness the Church has canonised, and whom she has 
solemnly placed upon the altars. 

However, all the proofs of the religious of the 
Company of Jesus are not yet finished : it is many 
years since he went out of the noviciate j the 
Constitutions direct him to enter it again. 

III. — Third year of Probation, or last proof be- 
fore the exercise of the Holy Ministry, 

Let me be allowed to say, here is the chef- 
d'ceuvre of St. Ignatius. The man whom he des- 
tines for the apostolic ministry has passed as a 
novice two years of recollection and silence ; 
since that have followed nine years of study and 
five or six of teaching ; he has just been ordained 
priest, and he has not yet fulfilled the functions 
of the priesthood ; most usually he is thirty-three 
years of age ; fifteen or sixteen years of the reli- 
gious life have been passed by him : the religious, 
the priest, re-enters the noviciate. 

7* 
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He is about to renounce again, for a whole 
year, all study and every external relation. Great 
pains have been taken to cultivate his intellect ; 
he must now, as a last proof and last preparation, 
exercise himself, according to the remarkable ex- 
pression of the Constitutions, in the school of the 
heart, " in schold affedus." The expression is 
difficult to comprehend ; I needed in order to pe- 
netrate its sense the revolution of the year ; and 
I pretend not here to explain it. 

I will only say : this religious, this priest, has 
been able to acquire extensive and varied know- 
ledge ; he has been able already to give proofs of 
devotion and *fceal : in the bosom of solitude, in 
a life of retreat and silence, rendered more pre- 
sent to God and himself, before being given to 
others, he is about to be carefully applied " in 
" schold affedus to all which strengthens and ad- 
" vances him in a sincere humility, in a generous 
" denial of the will, of the judgment itself, in 
" the stripping off of the lower inclinations of na- 
" ture, in a deeper knowledge and greater love 
" of God : in this manner, after having fortified 
" in his soul, after having made penetrate yet 
" further into it, this truly spiritual life, he will 
" be the better able to help others to advance in 
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" the same ways to the glory of God and our 
« Lord."* 

This is what we call in the Company the third 
year of probation, the last year of preparation 
and proof. He passes very quickly this time of 
a holy repose which will not return again. I 
have enjoyed it, it will not be given me to enjoy 
it any more before my death ; and whatever may 
be the number of the years which God still re- 
serves for me on this sad earth, the year of re- 
pose will not be found again for me. 

At that time the great career of the exercises 
which lasted a month is again gone through ; at 
that time prayer and meditation' a*re prolonged ; 
the spirit of the Institute, the conditions of the 
apostolate, poverty, suffering, obedience, all that 
constitutes the duties of the religious, is anew 
- studied and explored. Some catechisings of little 
children, some missions in the country, are all 
that come to break the solitude and serve as pre- 
ludes to the ministries which are the dearest to 
the heart of an apostle. I carry myself back 
with happiness, I confess, to the time when it 
was given me to evangelise some poor mountain 

* Const., part. v. c. 2, § 1. — Exam. c. 4, § 16 ; In- 
stit. Soc, torn. i. p. 403 et 348. 
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populations j I have often thought longingly of 
it since : very often the apostleship of great 
towns has saddened my mind and fatigued my 
neart ; and the youth, whom I have the happiness 
to see so often assembled around the sacred pulpit 
will pardon me this remembrance and longing, 
when I tell them, in all the sincerity of my soul, 
that they have never given me any thing but con- 
solations.^ 

After the revolution of the year, the superiors 
inform themselves religiously of the advances 
made in virtue and knowledge, and according to 
the judgment which the Father General himself 
forms, on the strength of the informations trans- 
mitted, the degree (gradus) is given. That is to 
say in plain terms, that one is admitted to pro- 
nounce the last vows of Spiritual Coadjutor or of 
Professed. For there are these two classes of 
religious amongst us. The one and the other are 
equal in every thing : no privilege, no preroga- 
tive, belongs to any one in the Company. The 
places of Superiors are even given in preference 
to the Spiritual Coadjutors ; and the Professed are 
more usually subjected to them. Yet some 
charges, very few in number, are reserved spe- 
cially to these latter ; the Professed have also the 
right, with certain Superiors designated by the 
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rule, of assisting at the Congregations or Assem- 
blies, Provincial and General, of the order. These 
meetings are very rare, and limited to certain 
cases. 

Thus, after the two years of the first noviciate, 
come the three vows of religion, simple but per- 
petual ; after fifteen or seventeen years of proofs 
and studies, after a third year of noviciate, come 
the solemn vows of a Professed, or the last vows 
of a Coadjutor j such is the regular gradation.* 

If men would deign to reflect gravely on this 
religious economy of preparatory proofs and la- 
bors, if they were willing to examine into this 
legislation, so prudent, so bold, so worthy of the 
apostolic genius of St. Ignatius, they would love 
to represent to themselves this holy founder as 
the workman bent with ardor over his work, in 
order to fashion and perfect it ; trying it, then 
taking it again in order to re-fashion and re-make 
it 5 and not delivering it to its destination until he 
had exhausted all the resources of a patient and 
courageous art. 

The religious of the Company of Jesus is thus 
prepared a long time and as it were labored upon : 

* Exam., c. 1, § 7, 8, 9.— Const, part. v. c. 1, litt. 
A ; Insiit. Soc, torn, i. p. 340 et 402 
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he is formed, he is tried, he is taken again and re- 
tempered at the source of the active forces of the 
mind, in the workshop of solitude and silence. 
And this is not all : each day of his life, during 
long hours he must re-enter the interior retreat 
of the soul, in order there to strip himself of all 
the influences of earth and of worldly thoughts, 
in order there to regain the elevated views of 
faith, that divine compass by the aid of which he 
can thenceforth better rush through the agitated 
waves of the errors and passions of men, and of- 
fer the hand to the poor shipwrecked persons 
whom he endeavors to conduct to the port of 
eternal salvation. 

The reader knows now how a religious of the 
Company of Jesus is formed. Certainly no 
founder multiplied and prolonged the preparations 
and proofs so much as ours. He seems to have 
wished laboriously to imitate the instinctive edu- 
cation of the bird that floats in the air. He 
wishes that his disciples, rendered strangers to the 
low regions of earthly affections, should raise 
themselves sufficiently to contemplate fixedly in 
their course the divine Sun of Righteousness, and 
be able unceasingly to renew the forces of their 
soul, and increase the vigor of their action, at the 
life-giving warmth of His rays. 
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May the grace of God vouchsafe to accomplish 
in us the idea of our father. May we all by 
humble and generous efforts answer to the desires 
of his great soul, and march in the ways he has 
traced for us. 

The day of action at length arrived, for the 
greater glory of God, for the service of his breth- 
ren, the Jesuit will be more than ever indifferent 
to all places, all employments, all situations.* 
He will only repel from him, and that with an 
invincible refusal, honors and dignities.f He re- 
spects and admires them in others, as the height 
of devotion and of a glorious servitude. He too 
devotes himself, but always to obey, never to 
command, — without reserve, without exception, 
without return. 

The class of the seventh form at the College, 
the laborious superintendence day and night with- 
in the walls of a study-room or a dormitory ; 
China, the Indies, the savages, the unbelievers ; 
the Arabian, the Greek ; republics, monarchies ; 
the heat of the tropics, the ices of the north ; 
heresy, unbelief ; the country, the cities ; the 
bloody resistances of the barbarian, the polished 

* Const, part. vii. c. 2, § 1. in fine; p. 417, et alibi 
passim. 

f Const., part x, § 6 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 446. 
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struggles of civilization; the mission, the confes- 
sional ; the pulpit, studious researches ; the pri- 
sons, the hospitals, the lazarettos, the armies; 
honor, ignominy; persecution, justice; liber- 
ty, the dungeons ; favor, martyrdom ; provided 
that Jesus Christ be announced, the glory of 
God propagated, souls saved, all is to the Je- 
suit equally indifferent. Such is the man whom 
it has been the object of the Constitutions to give 
to the Catholic apostolate. Doubtless we may 
lament before God that we do not always "attain 
this end with the persevering courage which He 
demands ; at all events, it must be confessed, the 
end is great, and to consecrate thereto one's life, 
is perhaps to give it some value : and I have said 
the truth. 

IV. — Government of the Company. 

This is perhaps the point of our Constitutions 
against which persons have been most prejudiced. 
I shall again speak simply on the matter ; and 
what I shall say of it will be sufficient, I hope, to 
dissipate their prepossessions. 

In every society there must be a government 
and a power : in the Society of Jesus, in order to 
maintain the vigor of the laws and the unity of 
spirit and object, in order to preserve the harmo- 



GOVERNMENT OF THE COMPANY. 85 



ny of the means and the subordination of the nu- 
merous members in the midst of the most differ- 
ent labors, there was need of an authority. The 
General of the Company is the depositary of it. 
He exercises it nevertheless, whatever may have 
been advanced on this head, only in accordance 
with the great Catholic law, that is to say, in the 
most perfect dependence upon the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ, the Supreme Head of the Church.* 

I hope I shall be pardoned the details into 
which I am about to enter ; I make a point of 
giving them because I make a point of shewing 
fully what we are, and I affirm that outside of 
what I am about to say, a man can suppose no- 
thing which is not false concerning the govern- 
ment of the Society. I shall be as short and pre- 
cise as possible. 

. When there is occasion to name a General, the 
Society meets in Provincial Congregations ; that 
is to say, in every Province of the Company, the 
Professed and certain Superiors are convoked and 
meet together. The Provincial Father and two 
Professed chosen by the Provincial Congregation 
go to Rome to compose the General Congregation. 

* Const, part. ix. c. 3, § 1 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
436. 

8 
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This proceeds equally by way of election j and 
thus the Society, represented by its Deputies, 
chooses its General.* 

It gives him a certain number of Assistants 
drawn from the different nations, and whom he 
must consult for the things which concern his ad- 
ministration. The Society appoints also an Ad- 
monitor, whose charge is to admonish the Gene- 
ral, especially in what' concerns his personal and 
private conduct.f 

For the rest, the authority of the General has 
no other regular and ordinary control : he is 
obliged to take and receive counsels : he is the 
sole judge of his ultimate determination. In an 
extreme case, which has never occurred, and 
which, with God's help, never will occur, the 
Provinces might choose Deputies, the Assistants 
might convoke them, in order to depose the Ge- 
neral who should have become unworthy or in- 
capable.! 

All the Superiors, all the Members, of the 
Company are subject to the General and must 

* Const., part. viii. c. 6; Instit. Soc, tom.i. p. 430. 

j* Const, part. ix. c. 4, § 4, et c. 5, § 2; Inetit. Soc, 
torn. i. p. 430 et 440. 

X Const, part. ix. c4, § 6 et 7; Tnstit. Soc, torn. i. 
p. 439. 
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obey him. All may freely have recourse to him, 
and write to him as to the other Superiors.* He 
is the common father ; the subordination is great, 
but the remedies are numerous and easy. 

Like all the other religious Orders, the Compa- 
ny is divided into Provinces. In every Province 
or sub-division of country, a Provincial is the 
Superior of all the establishments contained there- 
in ; he visits them personally and exactly every 
year ; all may go to him for their needs and in 
their troubles. The Provincial has his Consul- 
tors and his Admonitor named by the General ; 
he must, in like manner, take and receive their 
advice. 

In fine, each House has, under one title or ano- 
ther, its own Superior, subject to the Provincial 
and to the General. The Superior of each House 
has in the same way a Council and an Admonitor. 
Such is the form of the government of the Com- 
pany : the unity of power, the multiplicity of 
consulting opinions. Wisdom possesses thus all 
its light, and action all its force. 

The General is for life 3 all the other Supe- 
riors, whoever they may be, are named but for 

* Const., part. ix. c. 3 et 6 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
436 et 442. - 
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three years : they may nevertheless be continued ; 
and all think themselves happy when the term 
arrives, and they are delivered from the burden.* 

This simple organization carries with it much 
force and mildness, many elements of order and 
peace, many guarantees and preservative supports. 
It is an easy and regular wheel-work which de- 
velopes tranquilly its action. Many consciences 
ever watch as a duty near the authority, enlight- 
en it, admonish it with respect, and give account 
to the superior authority. 

The rules, the counsels, the free, communica- 
tions, the remedies ever open, and the interior 
principle of charity which is the soul of all, 
unite to produce a state of things in which no 
authority is absolute or independent. The laws 
alone have a sovereign dominion. 

Thus all contribute in some sort to the exercise 
of authority, and all obey. 

This, however, is what persons have presumed 
to call despotism, delation, servitude ; when in 
reality there is nothing but order, respect, legiti- 
mate superintendence and true liberty. 

At this point it was evidently right for a reli- 

* Const, part. ix. c. 3, et 6 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
436 et 442. 
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gious and apostolic body, that the combinations 
and prescriptions of prudence should end. To 
God Himself, to His Spirit, to His attentive Pro- 
vidence, it was necessary to leave the defence 
and success. Moreover, when one is morally 
certain, by the long preparations and trials which 
direct the choices, of having for governors none 
but good, conscientious, disinterested, capable 
men, what other measure could better answer to 
a body for its future ! Do what one will, the 
surest, or rather, the only efficacious guarantee in 
the matter of government will ever be the probi- 
ty, the religion, the devotion of the depositaries 
of the authority. 

And as for those who will judge nothing other- 
wise than after the short views of human policy, 
who can take no account in respect of a religious 
society, either of the divine element deposited in 
its laws, or of the regulating power of a true 
charity, they will ever speak as blind men of our 
Institute, of its vital force, and its interior regi- 
men. You suppose nothing but mutual distrust 
and sad slavery in our life ; you do not know it. 
There is not one single exact appreciation in all 
your judgments. You have made much noise and 
many discourses without truth. You are in ig- 
norance ; but when one is in ignorance, silence 
8* 
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is the law of honor ; and there where you have 
lavished injury, I who know have told the truth. 

Wish you for the rest to judge better of these 
men t Know what the life is which they lead. 

V. — The Jesuit's Day. 

At four in the morning the bell sounds for 
waking j the brother who is the Caller goes im- 
mediately round the rooms, and warns by the 
pious salutation Benedicamus Domino. A quar- 
ter of an hour after, he passes again, to ascertain 
the punctual obedience of all to this first duty of 
the rule. Thus does an exact discipline come 
ever in aid of the personal good will. Usage 
then calls the religious of the Company into the 
Chapel, to the foot of the most holy Sacrament. 
At half-past four they re-enter their cells, in or- 
der there to be at leisure alone during one hour, 
for meditation. 

The bell of the Angelus puts an end to the 
meditation ; the priests say their Masses in suc- 
cession, and after the thanksgiving finished, begins 
the course of the daily occupations. They are 
not wanting to us ; and I might say time is an 
article which is to as great an extent, perhaps, 
taken away from the Jesuit within, as without, 
though with very different views, honor and li- 
berty are disputed with him. 
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Nevertheless, some hours are always reserved 
for solitary labor and for study. Some, and they 
are the greater number, are employed upon the 
laborious and slow preparations which the gospel 
preaching requires ; and others are given to sci- 
entific and historical researches. All are employ- 
ed on the active functions of the ministry of 
souls, which in general have little place for a 
peaceable leisure. Accordingly, when imperious 
necessity does not make the religious strictly for- 
bid access to his poor cell, it is almost constantly 
besieged. And there present themselves there 
freely, persons of all conditions, of all opinions : 
all kinds of misfortune, all the afflictions of the 
soul, come by turns to excite our compassion and 
our zeal. The statistics of the visitors of a sin- 
gle day to one of us, would sometimes be a very 
curious history. Often the police will have its 
part there, the intriguers will seek theirs ; the 
greatest will always remain for those who are in 
trouble, and who come with confidence to ask of 
us consolation and truth. To all we endeavor to 
make heard the language of faith and charity : 
those who had come to tempt and catch us in our 
words, retire often confused, sometimes perhaps 
disabused ; others in greater numbers, we hope, 
consoled in their pains. Persons who were ene- 
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mies have thus become the devoted friends of 
those whom they knew not, and whom they have 
learnt to know. 

What must one say here of the demands which 
are addressed to us as to men in credit? Good 
people who conclude by believing what is told 
them concerning the power of the Jesuits. How 
can one be offended with them ? But, it must 
needs be confessed, they make pass among us, in 
our hours of recreation, some moments of hearty 
entertainment. 

The religious, the priest, owes himself to all : 
Christian women, and those also who feel the 
need of becoming such again, ask for him ; he 
goes down into the place assigned for receiving 
them ; and charity does not always permit him 
to come up again as soon as he would wish. 
They call him also to the confessional : he goes 
there; and although he assuredly finds a great 
good to do there, although one there meets with 
some of those courageous* souls who are the an- 
gels of their families, the mothers of the poor, 
the supports of every good work, we prefer ful- 
filling this ministry towards the youth of the 
schools and of the world, who are still kind 

[* Mulierem fortem quis invcniet ? — Prov. xxxi. 10.] 
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enough to have confidence in us, and to make us 
the depositaries of their weakness, their combats, 
and their virtues. 

The relations, then, of the ministry, or some 
hours of work saved from them, is what fills up 
the first part of the day, and will fill up the second. 

Noon arrives ; it is a time of halting in the life 
of the community. A quarter of an hour is first 
employed in the examination of conscience upon 
the morning, in order to find again God and one's 
self more near. Then we descend to the refec- 
tory j silence and reading season a frugal repast, 
which lasts half an hour. We visit together the 
Holy Sacrament ; we re-unite afterwards for re- 
creation. Frankly, I wish a man could see, then, 
from some observatory, these formidable Jesuits 5 
perhaps in their free cordiality, in their simple 
openings out, in the loyal joy of their conversa- 
tions, he would no longer recognize them as those 
dark and evil-working beings who have so often 
been painted under the blackest colors. These 
odious prejudices are so contrary to my nature, 
that I cannot, without sadness, recal the remem- 
brance of them, and the language itself which I 

J DO 

have just used wounds me. 

We separate after three-quarters of an hour. 
We return to silence, to work, and most often to 
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the confessional ; we recommence hearing the 
long history of the pains and infirmities of the 
consciences of persons in the world. We hear 
the poor as the rich, the child and the grown 
man. If it is also needful, we go to console, on 
their bed of pain, the sick or the dying j and it 
is in the afternoon hours more especially that we 
fulfil these religious duties. But we abstain from 
every visit that would be mere dissipation or sim- 
ple civility. Never does a Jesuit appear in the 
world ; he never takes his meals out of the com- 
munity, unless he be temporarily separated from 
it for a gospel mission. 

The evening comes; it has been necessary, 
however, to find time for prayer and for the di- 
vine office : one has seized it when one could. 
At seven o'clock supper re-unites the inmates of 
the house ; some moments of recreation follow 
again ; at a quarter past eight the Litanies of the 
Saints are recited in common in the Chapel ; every 
one then withdraws to his chamber, and conse- 
crates half an hour alone to spiritual reading and 
the examination of his conscience. At nine the 
bell sounds for repose. Some, with the permis- 
sion of the superiors, may continue longer at 
work or prayer ; some others will be before the 
general hour of getting up in the morning ; but 
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all will obey the wise authority which watches 
over the preservation of health and necessary 
strength. 

The days follow one another thus, and resem- 
ble one another. They are filled up, often labo- 
rious, yet pleasant. And such, in reality, are 
these men who are found so dangerous to the 
State, to the Church, to the cause of the public 
liberties, to the good of families. 

VI. — The Obedience. 

I shall finish the analysis of the Constitutions 
by giving the right idea of the great law of obe- 
dience. It is, I allow, our soul, our life, and our 
glory. This is the capital point of the Institute, 
and the capital point of the attacks. I shall speak 
of it with the same simplicity and of the same 
precision as of the things which precede. 

These are the words of St. Ignatius ) I trans- 
late them literally : " All shall study to observe 
" principally obedience, and to excel therein. . . 
" One must have before one's eyes God our Crea- 
" tor and Lord, for whose sake one renders obedi- 
" ence to man." It is this which justifies and 
ennobles it. The heart must not be bowed under 
the yoke of fear ; accordingly the holy legislator 
adds : " One must use all one's endeavors to act 
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" in a spirit of love, and not with the disturbance 
" of fear, ut in spiritu amoris, et non cum per- 
" turbatione timoris procedatur. ... In all those 
" to which obedience can reach with charity (that 
" is to say without sin), let us be as prompt and 
" as docile as possible to the voice of the supe- 
" riors, as if it were the very voice of Jesus 
" Christ our Lord ; for it is Him that we obey in 
" the person of those who hold towards us His 
" place. . . . Let us go, then, with great readiness, 
" with spiritual joy and perseverance, to all that 
" shall be ordered us, renouncing, by a kind of 
" blind obedience, every contrary judgment, and 
" this in all that is regulated by the Superior, and 
" in which there is not found sin." 

Here occurs the famous and so much comment- 
ed-upon expression : " Let every one be well con- 
" vinced that in living under ^je law of obedi- 
" ence, one ought sincerely to allow one's self to 
" be carried, ruled, placed, displaced, by the Di- 
" vine Providence through the means of the su- 
" periors, just as if one were a corpse, — perinde 
" ac si cadaver essent : or further, like the staff 
fj which an old man holds in his hand, and which 
" serves him as he pleases." And the holy legis- 
lator explaining his idea, adds : " Thus, the reli- 
" gious obeying, accomplishes with joy that 
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" with which he is charged by the Superior for 
" the common good ; certain by this means of 
" corresponding truly with the Divine will," far 
more than if under the inspiration of his own 
judgment he made enterprises at the dictate of an 
inconsiderate liberty, and sometimes by the move- 
ments of a capricious will.* 

I wish persons would re-peruse these words 
with attention, and endeavor to understand them 
well. They have made so much stir about them, 
and yet they have not so much as understood their 
sense, or at least they have strangely altered it. 

I will restore to words their sense, and to o-ood 
faith its rights. 

And first of all, I shall simply remind persons 
that all the religious Orders are bound by the 
same vow of obedience, that all express and un- 
derstand alike the virtue of obedience. 

But wishes any one to go to the bottom itself 
of the things I Wishes any one to speak reason 
and principle 9 

Let a man examine among his remembrances 
what there is which is beautiful, great, and best 
appreciated among men. 

Will it be the magnificences of perfect order ? 



* Const., part vi. c. 1, § 1 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 

)7. ■ 
9 
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Well! order is all entire in just subordination. 
To gravitate towards a common centre is the very 
order of nature : but this is obedience. 

The order and harmony of the human body are 
also admirable : but the head commands. 

Wisdom and certainty of views are precious 
and very rare in the conduct of affairs. But the 
wisdom of man, says Fenelon somewhere, is 
found only in docility. The true wise man, is he 
who increases his wisdom by all the wisdom he 
gathers from others. This is just. 

A man is alone with himself ; he confides in 
his own ideas and sets himself free from all coun- 
sel : he has no longer either wisdom or prudence. 

The religious then is truly wise j for, for him 
the Superior is by his condition his counsel, his 
support, the reason of a father. See moreover, 
a peaceable and well regulated family ; is not the 
soul of its prosperity, subordination and obedience? 

But I must lay down here the great principle \ 
it is doubtless not of the strict domain of human 
philosophy j it belongs to the faith. Let us at 
least suppose this for a moment, if any one is so 
unhappy as to have it no longer. 

What then is the sense of the obedience of the 
Jesuit, and, to speak more justly, of every reli- 
gious without exception I View him from the 



THE OBEDIENCE. 



99 



point of view of the faith, the only practical and 
true one in this matter : 

God, in His supernatural and special providence, 
has established in the bosom of the Church a kind 
of life and evangelic perfection, of which the 
vow of obedience is the foundation and essential 
character. 

It is to God alone that the religious vows his 
obedience J God accepts it, and thus binds Him- 
self in some sort to direct and govern the actions 
of him who wishes and is bound to obey. 

God lives, God acts and presides in the Church 
over the functions of the whole body, and above 
all, over the functions of the hierarchy. This hier- 
archy, divine and not human, appoints, approves, 
inspires the regulations and the Superiors of the 
religious Orders ; in such sort that the obedience 
of each of their members, by a certain and pure 
view of faith, must mount up to the authority of 
God Himself. 

I obey God, not man : I see God, I hear Jesus 
Christ Himself, in my Superior : such is my prac- 
tical faith, such is the sense of my vow of obe- 
dience, and of the rules which explain it. Leave 
then to a man his servitude, his tyranny : leave 
me : I obey God, not man. 

And now let us elevate ourselves : there is here 
a magnificent theory. It is supernatural and di- 

GOLL CHRIST! $£GlS.& 
618. MAJUH 
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vine ; but this hurts nothing. The Superior com- 
mands with the consciousness of the authority 
which comes to him from God ; the inferior 
obeys with the conviction of the obedience which 
he owes to God. The Superior lives by faith ; 
the inferior lives by faith. 

It pleases you to retrench the faith 5 you ex- 
tinguish the torch from which comes all the light, 
and through the darkness which is your work, 
you regard us as blind. 

No, there is here but one single principle, an 
absolute and sovereign principle, which must be 
looked in the face, and without which one neces- 
sarily reasons wrongly in the matter of religious 
obedience : God recognized, God respected in the 
superiors. 

After all, what is here so strange ? 

St. Ignatius has undoubtedly much insisted on 
the virtue and perfection of obedience ; but he 
has said nothing stronger, nor even so strong as 
the other founders of religious societies ; and this 
is what a sincere examination would not have left 
those in ignorance of who have attacked us. 

St. Ignatius permits us always to address to the 
superiors our humble representations, after having 
consulted God in prayer ; he permits us to mani- 
fest to them with respect our sentiments contrary 
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to theirs ; and in this language of moderation and 
prudence which he was so well able to speak, he 
thought it right there to temper the counsel of 
blind obedience, (caeca quadam obedientia) where 
the others, all the others, impose it with a rigor 
which admits of no softening, to an extent which 
knows no limits. 

St. Benedict, that patriarch of the religious 
life in the West, he whose disciples polished Eu- 
rope, and to whom letters and science owe the 
preservation of their most glorious treasures ; St. 
Benedict, whose mind hovered long over innume- 
rable generations, in order to civilize and instruct 
them ; St. Benedict, the institutor of the monas- 
tic life, ordered his disciples in so many words to 
• obey even in things impossible : it will be under- 
stood that this is the echo of the language of the 
gospel ; it may be seen in the preface to his rules, 
and in the 5th and 68th chapters. 

St. Ignatius was not ignorant of the mystery of 
this holy daring which trusts God with the care 
of removing mountains for the purpose of mak- 
ing shine forth the triumphs of the faith : but he 
has not left the lesson of them in writing. 

St. Ignatius exhorts one to allow one's self to 
be carried and ruled by the Divine Provi- 
9* 
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dence* as if one were a corpse, perinde ac si ca- 
daver essent. This image is not from himself, he 
has taken it evidently from the great and admira- 
ble St. Francis of Assisium. This so extraordi- 
nary man, so powerful and so gentle, to whom it 
was given to realize so many marvels, who at- 
tained to shew to the earth the living gospel of 
poverty and the Cross in an apostolate so beauti- 
ful and so true, St. Francis of Assisium, regarded 
not as really obedient, as St. Bonaventura, another 
glorious light of the middle ages, tells us, any 
other than he who allowed himself to be touched, 
moved, placed, displaced, without any resistance, 
like a body without life, corpus exanime.f He 
expressed the same idea again in nearly the same 
terms when he uttered his opinion to his religious, 
in instructing them in obedience : " It is dead 
" men that I wish for as disciples, not living ones, 
" mortuos non vivos ego meos vo/o,"| and Cassian, 
long before him, had made use of this energetic 
image in order to express the perfection of obe- 
dience^ 

In fine, to omit all the rest, St. Basil, the legis- 

* Loc. c.it. f S. Bonav. VitaS. Fancisci, c. 60. 
± S. Francisci Assis. Opera, Colloq. 40, in-fol. ; 
Lugduni, 1653. p. 80. 

§ De Inst, renunt., I. 12, c. 32. 



THE OBEDIENCE. 



103 



lator of the monks of the East, and one of the 
most masculine characters of the ancient 
Churches, as also one of the greatest glories of 
the Episcopate and of sacred science. — St. Basil, 
in the 22d chapter of his Monastic Constitutions,* 
desires that the obedient religious should be like 
the tool in the hand of the workman, or again, 
like the hatchet in the hand of the wood-cutter. 
The staff of the old man, with which St. Ignatius 
has been so especially reproached, is less formi- 
dable, it will be allowed. 

But, what ! it will still be said ; obey as a blind 
man, submit one's will, one's judgment ; is this to 
think, to live, as a man ? Yes ; and it is even 
to have made glorious conquests in the career of 
human dignity} and though people's horror 
should increase yet more, I will set forth this 
hideous doctrine. 

"Woe," says the Scripture, "to him who 
" walks in his own way, and fills himself with 
" the fruits of his own counsels. Woe to him 
" who thinks himself free when he is not deter- 
" mined by another, and who feels not that he is 
" drawn away from within by a tyrannical pride, 
" by insatiable passions, and even by a wisdom 
" which, under a deceitful appearance, is often 

* S. Basil. Opera, Edit. Bened., torn. 2, p. 573. 
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" worse than the passions themselves." It is Fe- 
nelon who speaks thus ■* I will say after him : 

0, my God ! how should I wish to be dead to 
myself, to be annihilated as St. Ignatius and St. 
Francis understood it ! my entire ambition would 
be fulfilled in this world. There are pious and 
recollected souls which will accept and compre- 
hend this language ; and in order to make it un- 
derstood by all, the beautiful and powerful ge- 
niuses who have made the Church fruitful, and 
poured abundantly the fruits of life into the bo- 
som of the nations, will come to my aid, and say 
better than myself how one must die to one's self 
in order to live well. 

I hear St. Paul say : " Ye are dead, and your 
" life is hid in God with Jesus Christ.f ... We 
" are buried with Him into death. . . . For my- 
" self, I die daily. ... I am dead and crucified 
" for the world, and the world is dead and cruci- 
" fled for me. . . . Also my life is Jesus Christ 
" alone.f . . . We are as dead persons, and yet we 
" live ."j 

* Christianity presented to the Men of the World, 
vol. 6, p. 27. 

f Mortui estis, et vita vestra est abscondita cum 
Christo in Deo. Coloss., c. 3, v. 3. — Consepulti su- 
mus cum illo in mortem. Rom. c. 6, v. 4. — Quotidie 
morior. 1 Cor., c. 15, v. 31. — Mihi mundis cruci- 
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If this language of St. Ignatius is strange, at 
least it will be agreed that St. Paul had given him 
a good example. St. Paul here reveals all his 
most admirable secrets : he discovers to us the 
source to which, amidst the long struggles of his 
apostolate, he went to draw force and victory. It 
was then, in dying thus to the world, to himself, 
to his wishes, to his desires, to all that was not 
God, that he accomplished so many incredible la- 
bors, that he furnished so glorious a career, that 
he saved so many souls. 

This language of St. Paul had been spoken be- 
fore him by a divine mouth. And what, then, 
does this divine lesson signify ! " If any one will 
" come after Me, let him renounce himself, let 
" him carry his cross and follow Me/' if it be 
not again this inward renunciation which is the 
death in us of our own will and ideas, of this 
false energy which kills us, whilst in abdicating 
it we live of that noble life which our Lord 
taught. 

What signifies this other instruction of our Sa- 
viour : -"One must be born anew?"* But, to be 

fixiis est, et ego mundo. Gal., c. 6, v. 14. — Mihi au- 
tem vivere Christus est. Philip., c. 1, v. 21.— Quasi 
morientes et ecce vivimus. 2 Cor, o. 6. v. 9. 

* [We are grafted into Christ by baptism as branches 
of a bramble (the first Adam) into the True Vine, in 
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born again, one must needs be dead before : and 
to die is especially to obey ; for it is in obeying 
especially that the soul is stripped of that facti- 
tious and corrupted life which pride has made for 
it, and is regenerated in the bosom of the new 
life which humility brings it with grace. 

But there is a saying of Jesus Christ on which 
the apostolic man ought to meditate profoundly 
among all the rest : " The grain of wheat, if it 
" die not, abideth alone ; if it die, it produceth 
" much. Thus he who loveth his soul shall lose 
" it J and he who hateth his soul in this world 
" keepeth it for the life everlasting."* Well, 
then, I ask again, what is this hatred of one's 
self, this voluntary death which is above all 
things to be desired for living and bearing fruit ? 

order thereby to become perfectly assimilated to the 
Vine ; this perfect assimilation is, undoubtedly, one 
sense of regeneration, and, as such, included in this 
and other connected texts ; and it is of this sense that 
De Ravignan's remarks, here, as before (p. 12), must 
be understood.] 

* Si quis vult post Me venire, abneget semetipsum, 
et tollat crucem suam, et sequatur Me. Matth., c. 16, 
v. 24. — Oportet vos nasci denuo. Joan., c. 3, v. 7. — 
Nisi granum frumenti . . . mortuum fuerit, ipsum so- 
lum manet; si autem mortuum fuerit, multum fructum 
afFert. Qui amat animam suam perdet earn ; et qui 
odit animam suam in hdc mundo, in vitam seternam 
custodit earn. Joan., c. 12, v. 24. 
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What is it ? Would men blaspheme against the 
word of the Gospel f 

Yes, the uncreated Wisdom tells us, you must 
die, you must be buried in the earth, you must 
disappear in the abasement and renunciation of 
yourself j and then afterwards you will live 
again ; you will be seen again ; you will re-ap- 
pear, bearing the fruits of life. By death you 
will have become the salt which preserves, the 
light which illuminates, the nourishment of souls, 
and the wheat of Jesus Christ. 

St. Paul wished energetically to express in the 
person of our Saviour Himself this divine prin- 
ciple of glory and of life, when he said : He an- 
nihilated Himself, exinanivit [iyAvcocre*, Phil. ii. 
7 ;] He made Himself obedient even to death, 
obediens usque ad mortem. St. Ignatius, in his 
law of obedience, did not wish to express any 
other death than this glorious and fruitful life of 
the apostolate defined by Jesus Christ and by St. 
Paul. 

Oh, my blessed father ! I had no need that the 
authority of thy precepts should ever be justified 
before me. The saying by which thou command- 
est me to die in obeying is the purest and the 
most generous spirit of the gospel. I believe it 
with all the powers of my soul, and I proclaim 
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it in the face of this age, which, perhaps, will 
now comprehend better my language : I have 
found peace and life only in the idea of this 
death to myself. 

Let a man cite me one of the great names with 
which the Catholic Church is honored, by whom 
this sublime doctrine has not been taught. You 
admire Bossuet ; take his discourse on the hidden 
life : it is a magnificent commentary on the text 
of the gospel, and at the same time on the cele- 
brated saying of St. Ignatius.* This discourse is 
too long for me to copy, too beautiful to mangle 
by quotations. It must be read entire. I will 
mention only this single expression of Bossuet's : 
" Such as is one dead person to another, is the 
" world for me and I for the world."! 

The genius of Fenelon, so profound and so 
pious, was far from forgetting this state of spiri- 
tual death ; how often does he return to it ! 
" What then is necessary ?" wrote he. " It is 
" necessary to renounce, forget, lose, one's self. 
" . . . . O my God, to have no longer either will 

ff or glory but thine God will have me 

" regard this self of mine, as I should regard a 
" strange being will have me sacrifice it 



* Works of Bossuet: Versailles, 1816, vol. 10, p. 
315. f Ibid., vol. 9, p. 523. 
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te without return, and restore it entire without con- 

" dition to the Creator of Whom I hold it." f 

And that cry of St. Augustine which has been 
regarded as one of the most sublime transports of 
his great soul, is to be then a mere folly ! " Oh 
" to die to one's self, Oh to love, Oh to go to 

" God 6 perire sibi, 6 amare, 6 ire ad 

" Deum /" Fenelon, again, what meant he when 
he cried : " 0 Saviour, I adore Thee, I love Thee 
" in the tomb, I shut myself up there with Thee. 

" I am no longer of the number of the 

" living ! Oh world, Oh men ! forget me, tread 
" me under foot ; I am dead, and the life which 
" is prepared for me shall be hid with Jesus 
" Christ in God."f 

Such then is the precious death which realises 
marvellously the obedience of the religious ; a 
living and true holocaust in which the whole man 
sacrifices himself to God, to his brethren, to every 
great and glorious work. 

You comprehend it not, proud spirits of these 
times, taught to please yourselves in all the ambi- 
tious dreams of human reason, in all the chime- 
ras of human independence ; I conceive it : but 

* Works of Fenelon. — Necessity of knowing God, 
vol. xviii. p. 281 and 285; Paris, 1823. 
f Ibid., Holy Saturday, p. 125. 

[10 
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I intreat you, abstain from blaspheming what you 
are ignorant of ; what the saints and the greatest 
geniuses have known, what they have bequeathed 
to us after them in their religious testaments. 

You cannot comprehend, and yet sometimes 
you groan ; ah ! the earth is trembling under your 
feet, and you are putting learned questions to de- 
fine what scourge ravages humanity. Strange 
thing ! one sees you, at the same time, intoxicated 
with a mad pride singing over an abyss ; and reel- 
ing unceasingly in life, you praise that unbridled 
power of thinking and saying every thing, of 
which you dread also the excess. You triumph 
in that force which is always overthrowing with- 
out ever building : well ; but others have thought 
they were regaining the liberty, the order, and 
the peace of their souls in submitting their wills 
to the will of God, in abjuring into the hands of 
God and of an authority instituted by Him this 
power of error, of trouble, and of crime which 
is borne in the heart of man. To revolt against 
God, insolently to throw off His yoke, is as easy 
as it is disastrous. To tame the foaming pride, 
the unquiet thoughts, the blind passions, and all 
this disordered me, whose independence debases 
and kills us, is to free one's self and live : it is to 
re-enter into a dominion truly powerful and peace- 
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able, in which God reigns ; in which man being 
obedient reigns also ; for he makes the noblest use 
of his power and liberty. And if it costs some- 
thing to die thus to this false and dismal life ; if 
it costs something to conform one's intellect and 
one's desires to the wise direction which religion 
gives, and which God Himself invests with His 
authority, there is also there the most courageous, 
the most glorious, the most fruitful of all sacri- 
fices, the sacrifice of one's self, and the victory 
gained over the most indomitable enemies of man, 
his mind, and his heart. 

What then is it that dies here ? That which is 
not worthy to live, that which by retiring gives 
life to his soul : pride, frivolity, vanity, caprice, 
weakness, vice, and passion. 

One puts not to death, on the contrary, one re- 
animates, one fortifies, what is worthy of life ; 
that is to say, forgetfulness of self, virtue, devo- 
tion, true courage. 

Thus does man by obeying become master of 
himself, is elevated and become great, with a 
magnanimous simplicity, all the distance which 
separates real servitude from real liberty. 

0 slavery, which the insolence of man is not 
ashamed to call liberty ! said Fenelon ; and it was 
the cry of a great heart and an illustrious genius. 
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Thus the religious is no longer a slave; he 
serves no longer humor, caprice, the senses, pride, 
nor the passions : he has trampled his tyrants un- 
der foot. He is free in sure ways ; truth and pru- 
dence regulate his steps. He is free ; for he 
obeys the wisdom of God j and he obeys in order 
to devote himself to every useful work, to every 
sacrifice and every toil for the eternal good of 
human nature. 

" Soldier, thou shalt go and place thyself at 
" the head of that bridge ; thou shalt remain 
" there ; thou wilt die, we shall pass. — Yes, my 
" general." 

Such is the obedience of war, perinde ac cada- 
ver. It serves, it dies ; and for this it is that a 
man's country has not sufficient wreaths or voices 
to celebrate his heroism and his greatness. 

" To-morrow you will go for China ; persecu- 
" tion awaits you there, perhaps martyrdom. — 
" Yes, my father." Perinde ac cadaver ; such 
is the obedience of the religious. It makes the 
apostle, the martyr ; it sends its noble victims to 
the farthest corners of the earth, to die for the 
salvation of unknown brethren. And for this it 
is that the Church raises him her altars, decrees 
to his honor her worship, her pomps, and her 
glorious chants. 
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Such is the obedience demanded of the Jesuit. 
You have thought you could deliver it up to the 
derision of the public j it has pleased you to des- 
pise it ; allow me to think that up to this day you 
have not understood it.* 



CHAPTER in. 

DOCTRINES OP THE COMPANY OF JESUS. 

The 6th of August, 1672, the Parliament of 
Paris passed the decree which pronounced the 
suppression of the Company of Jesus. Accord- 
ing to the terms which precede the enacting part 
of this decree, and which one may well regard 

* It is not perhaps useless to observe here, that the 
obedience of the religious is essentially free and vo- 
luntary. The vow has no longer any force or validity 
in the eyes of the law ; the religious could not be con- 
strained by any exterior and civil authority to the ac- 
complishment of his duties, as he could be formerly. 
Conscience is now his only master and his only judge. 
He preserves then legally, all his liberty, and at any 
instant his obedience could not be enforced. Some 
minds may thus re-assure themselves, and will not 
any longer think us so much to be pitied in a state 
which we have chosen, which we preserve by the free 
use of our daily will. 

10* 
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here as the expression of the motives, which were 
not formerly enounced in judgments, the Jesuits 
are recognized culpable of having taught at all 
times and perseveringly, with the approbation of 
their Superiors and Generals, " simony, blasphe- 
" my, sacrilege, magic and witchcraft, astrology, 
" irreligion of all kinds, idolatry and superstition, 
$ lewdness, perjury, false witness, prevarication 
" before judges, theft, parricide, homicide, sui- 
" cide, regicide." 

The catalogue is not complete. The same de- 
cree adduces many denunciations and eighty-four 
censures, which note and condemn the morality 
and doctrine taught in the Society of the Jesuits, 
as " favorable to the schism of the Greeks, at- 
" tempting against the doctrine of the procession 
" of the Holy Ghost, favoring Arianism, Socinian- 
" ism, Sabellianism, Nestorianism, shaking the 
" certainty of any doctrines on the hierarchy, on 
" the rites of the Sacrifice and Sacrament, over- 
" throwing the authority of the Church and the 
f Apostolic See, favoring the Lutherans, the Cal- 
" vanists, and other innovators of the sixteenth 
" century, reproducing the heresy of WiclifF, re- 
66 newing the errors of Tichonius, of Pelagius, 
" of the Semi-Pelagians, of Cassian, of Faustus, 
" of the Masillians, adding blasphemy to heresy; 
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" injurious to the holy fathers, to the apostles, to 
" Abraham, to the prophets, to St. John the Bap- 
" tist, to the angels ; insulting and blasphemous 
" against the blessed Virgin Mary, shaking the 
" foundations of the Christian faith ; destructive 
" of the divinity of Jesus Christ, attacking the 
" mystery of the Redemption, favoring the im- 
" piety of the Deists, tasting of Epicureanism, 
" teaching men to live as beasts, and Christians as 
" pagans," &c* 

Thus every monstronsity of the human mind, 
every heresy, every error, Jansenism alone ex- 
cepted, every crime, every impiety, every infamy, 
has been taught by the Jesuits at all times, and 
perseveringly. This is what I found before me 
at the threshold of the Company of Jesus, when 
God inspired me with the idea of sheltering my 
life there. I was a magistrate, I was a man : I 
went on. 

The value set by D'Alembert and Voltaire on 
this decree is well known and remains. The law 
of common sense, which always prevails in 
France, has also pronounced without , appeal. I 
shall confine myself to citing the opinion of M. 
de Lally-Tolendal : it is remarkable for its gravity: 

* Rpcueil des arrets concemant les ci-devant soi- 
disant Jesuites, in-4°, torn. i. p. 367 ; Paris, Simon, 
17GG. 
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"We think we may avow from this time that 
" in our opinion the destruction of the Jesuits 
" was an affair of party and not of justice ; that 
" it was a haughty and vindictive triumph of the 
" justiciary over the ecclesiastical, we should say 
u even the royal authority, if we had time to ex- 
" plain ourselves ; that the motives were frivo- 
" lous ; that the persecution became barbarous ; 
" that the expulsion of many thousands of sub- 
"jects from their houses and their country for 
" metaphors common to all the monastic institutes, 
" for old books buried in the dust and composed 
" in an age in which all the casuists had profess- 
" ed the same doctrine, was the most arbitrary 
" and tyrannical act that could be exercised ; that 
" there resulted from it generally the disorder 
" which a great iniquity carries with it, and that, 
" in particular, a wound hitherto incurable was 
" inflicted on public education. M. Seguier, 
" obliged by his body to take an active part in 
" this war against persons vowed to religion, gave 
" it at least all the moderation and softness he 

" could brought up by them, he was able 

" to judge how much they were calumniated."* 

Let us leave this. Two points have struck me ; 



* Mercure, 25 Janvier, 1806. 
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they have appeared to me to decide every thing, 
and to be sufficient for good sense and good faith. 

Has the Company of Jesus doctrines peculiar 
to itself ? 

What spirit guides it in the dogmatic and mo- 
ral teaching of religion ? 

St. Ignatius wished these two things : the cer- 
tainty of the doctrine, the spirit of charity and 
of evangelic zeal. 

I will say, in the first place, that the Company 
has not, to speak properly, any doctrine of its 
own ; it follows the doctrines most commonly au- 
thorized in the Church ; and as for free opinions, it 
leaves accordingly the liberty of minds in the union 
of hearts. Such was the wise idea of its founder. 

A body has need, above all things, of harmony 
and interior peace ; union among its members is 
its life. Difference of opinion and doctrine, by 
dividing men's minds, risks too often the division 
of their hearts. One may conceive, then, that 
St. Ignatius recommended to the religious of his 
Company to avoid as much as possible that diver- 
sity of instruction and opinion which with union 
takes away strength, and becomes the ruin of 
truth itself. The superiors must carefully keep 
off the danger of it.* 

* Const., part. iii. c. i. § 18. — Exam., c. iii. § 11 ; 
Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 372 et 344. 
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It is with this object, and in order to watch 
also over the integrity of the doctrine, that our 
Constitutions subject to a preliminary examination 
and authorization all the books which a religious 
of the Society may wish to publish.* This gua- 
rantee is necessary ; it is morally sufficient. 

Yet never, I comprehended it without difficulty, 
could the Company, by the use of these wise pre- 
cautions, pretend that the least teaching of any 
one of its writers or professors became the teach- 
ing of the whole body ; nor that the approbation 
of three or four examiners and a Superior, im- 
pressed on the book of a Jesuit, a sanction of ir- 
refragable truth. Assuredly it is a plain thing to 
confess that Jesuit authors, their examiners, and 
their Superiors, both might be and have been de- 
ceived. 

But it appeared to me evidently contrary to 
justice and good sense to impute to the whole body 
the opinions or the errors of some members, just 
as it is a contradiction for the individuals to be 
held irreproachable, and the body be criminal and 
to be condemned. For, in a word, sound mem- 
bers will never form a vicious body. Yet how 
often has not the one or the other of these incon- 

* Const., part. iii. c. i. § 18.— Exam., c. § 11 ; 
Instit. Soc. torn. i. p. 372. 
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sequential reasonings been applied to the Compa- 
ny of Jesus ? 

St. Ignatius then, in order to reach the end he 
proposed, traced the rules most suitable. 

I meet with nothing exclusive therein : nothing 
which in the smallest degree constitutes a sepa- 
rate doctrine peculiar to the Society : quite the 
contrary ; and with the slightest attention, one 
may lay one's finger on the strange mistake into 
which the blindness of prejudices has fallen. 

What are, to speak the truth, the doctrines of 
the Society of Jesus 1 What there is most ap- 
proved in the Church, what is the common voice 
of the doctors, of him who before all has been 
so justly named the prince and the angel of all 
the Schools ? 

In this wise direction given to our dogmatic 
and moral instruction, I see no trace of that pre- 
tended servitude imposed on our minds. I find 
there a sound liberty, and even a very extensive 
liberty in order and charity, a faithful and true 
translation of the beautiful maxim of St. Augus- 
tine : In necessariis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in 
omnibus charitas. [In necessary things unity, 
in doubtful ones liberty, in all charity.] The 
following, then, is the sense of the words of our 
Constitutions : 
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" Let our members follow in each faculty the 
" most approved doctrine, and that which offers 
" the greatest security, securiorem et magis appro- 
" batam doctrinam."* In theology, St. Thomas, 
one of the brightest glories of the Church, and 
the honor of the illustrious order of St. Dominic, 
is declared the proper teacher of the masters and 
pupils of the Company of Jesus,f yet without 
their being subjected to follow blindly his least 
opinions. Accordingly, in the questions freely 
controverted among theologians, the Jesuit is free 
to follow himself the side he approves. Only 
moderation and charity are recommended him,J 
in omnibus charitas. The authors of the Com- 
pany are full of these free differences among 
themselves. Persons may read them ; and what 
becomes, in presence of a fact so easy to verify, 
— what becomes, I ask, both of this doctrine pe- 
culiar to the Jesuits, and of this instruction of 
the body which belongs to them alone? No, 
once more, we have no peculiar doctrines ; we 
may have a spirit of our own, which is a very 
different thing. 

* Const., part. iv. c. 5, § 4 ; Instit. Soc, torn. i. p. 
385. 

f Ibid., c. 14, § 1, p. 307. 

X Congr. V. Deer. 41, p. 5; Instit. Soc. torn. i. p. 
553. 
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The more I reflect here, the more I wonder at 
the point to which persons have been able to 
make sport of the credulity of the public j I can- 
not help asking where they have gone for these 
monstrous chimeras, invented with regard to the 
doctrines of the Company. One single and mys- 
terious idea dictates and enslaves all the ideas ; 
the entire body teaches and speaks by the mouth 
of each j the Jesuit has no longer the use of his 
own intellect ; every thing is imposed upon him, 
even in that which is the most inoffensive and 
free, in opinion. 

Persons are astonished, perhaps ; we must, 
however, take these extravagances seriously, since 
there have been found «o many to believe them. 
But I would venture to ask that persons would 
consent to believe that we are men like others, 
and that we have not really renounced either the 
dignity or the liberty of a reasonable mind. 

I have re-established the principles which di- 
rect us and which the facts speak. The result is 
that the Society has not, that it even cannot have, 
doctrine which is exclusively proper to itself. 
We adopt the doctrine which is the most com- 
monly received in the Church. When, upon any 
question there is no common and authorized 
teaching, we are free among ourselves in charity, 
11 
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as all Christians and all priests are, to choose the 
opinion we approve. The intention of St. Igna- 
tius was not to enslave or to stupify men's minds, 
but to regulate them ; not to proscribe all liberty 
of opinion, but to prevent the abuses that might 
arise from it. 

Such are our rules so far as regards doctrine, 
and such is the true character which the nume- 
rous authors of the Company of Jesus present. 
They who speak of them otherwise do not know 
them. 

And it is this that makes stand forth, in all its 
light, the manifest injustice of the accusations 
brought against some of our theologians on the 
subject of certain reprehensible propositions, 
which are, moreover, it is good that it should be 
known, in very small number, when they are re- 
duced, as they ought, to the rule which decides 
every thing in the Church, the authority of her 
decisions. 

Well, then, these propositions, about which so 
much bustle has been made, these casuistic subtle- 
ties so much to be condemned, have been scrupu- 
lously verified. The Reply to the Assertions con- 
tains, on this head, irrefragable proofs : these pro- 
positions have not Jesuits for their authors ; they 
were common to a good number of Dominican, 
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Augustinian, Franciscan theologians, to members 
of the secular clergy, to doctors of the Sorbonne ; 
they were taught before the institution of the 
Company ; these are facts ascertained and demon- 
strated. 

But to understand things rightly, it has not been 
wished to make a crime of them in others ; the 
Jesuits alone are to blame. No bad doctrines 
which are not their work and their exclusive pro- 
perty : so be it. Poor Escobar ! you have payed 
for all : and yet you were not the only guilty 
person j many others were so before you. But, 
by a convenient and easy jurisprudence, for our, 
adversaries every thing is allowed and legitimate, 
all is honorable, even to the nine hundred falsifi- 
cations demonstrated in their work of the Ex- 
tracts from the Assertions. Peace to their ashes ! 
Is it, however, too much to ask that these ashes 
should not continue to tell lies in death % 

If, however, it stands established that we have 
no peculiar doctrine proper to ourselves, it is a 
truth that we have, and, I will add, that we ought 
to have, a spirit of our own. The apostolic ob- 
ject of the Company, the greater glory of God, 
which it proposes as its mark, the salvation of 
souls, to which it is specially devoted, the univer- 
sality of the places and ministries which it em- 
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braces, demand a kind of spirit and religious di- 
rection, which may have an influence upon the 
doctrines, and characterise a mode of teaching. 
Every religious body has necessarily a spirit 
which is peculiar to it, which is in harmony with 
its object, with the circumstances which have 
given birth to it, with the needs which have 
caused it to be instituted and adopted. For some 
this spirit will have relation to the consolation of 
the poor, to the redemption of captives, to labor 
or solitary prayer ) for us and for others it is the 
zeal for souls, the defence of the truth, the pro- 
pagation of the sacred reign of the gospel. 

If a man study ever so little the authors of our 
Society, he will find in all of them this spirit well 
marked. And here, I shall not fear to contradict 
prejudice openly, and advance, with regard to the 
spirit which characterises our instruction and doc- 
trines, an assertion which will appear very singu- 
lar 5 but I have need to say freely and frankly 
what I think 5 for if it is true that opinion is the 
queen of the world, she signalises her dominion 
by the strangest caprices. 

I will say then : men are accused of that which 
they have rejected and combated everywhere and 
always more than all others ; their teaching is re- 
proach ed with wanting that principle which is its 
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foundation and soul, and when afterwards their 
accusers are obliged to recognise the doctrine they 
were looking for, they then make it a crime that 
they profess what they were accusing them of 
not professing. 

Such is our history : once at least will men stu- 
dy it with justice ! 

We have lately been reproached with brutify- 
ing reason and enslaving human liberty. Oh, my 
God ! all the clamors united, reproached as for- 
merly with favoring them too much ; we were 
the Pelagian Company j and who is ignorant that 
Pelagius was the extreme and false promoter of 
natural reason and liberty ? Among all these con- 
tradictory imputations, where rest? We have 
constantly kept ourselves between the two ex- 
tremes, upright by the immutable column of truth. 

I can affirm it, our spirit always consisted in a 
real tendency to preserve the rights of human li- 
berty and of reason. Luther, Calvin, Jansenism, 
a great number of philosophers of the last cen- 
tury, wished to impose on man the brutifying 
doctrine of fatalism ; our Company struggled con- 
stantly in favor of liberty. Is that its crime? 
In reality, it has not been the object of so invete- 
rate a hatred, it has not become the victim of so 
many persecutions, but because it has unceasingly 
11* 
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rejected from the Catholic teaching oppressive 
and despair-causing doctrines. The Protestantism 
of Germany and the Jansenism of France suffice 
to prove it. » 

Really to emancipate men's souls, to restore to 
liberty and to human reason their prerogatives, 
without ever letting them fall from them j to 
make them accept nobly the dignity, the eminent- 
ly reasonable rights, of faith and authority, which 
destroy in us nothing but the pride of prejudices 
and the sufferings of disorder ; to raise the weak- 
ness of nature, to console and encourage it, in or- 
der to conduct it under the action of grace to its 
immortal destinies, is what a society of apostles 
must propose to itself in all its efforts, is the sense 
and the prayer expressed by all the doctrines of 
the Company ; such is its spirit. 

And as for probabilism, of which persons most 
usually speak without knowing what they say, I 
will not make here a theological lecture on a 
point of doctrine so long, too long, debated. I 
will say but one word, and that word will suffice. 

I will merely state the reason on which the 
grave and numerous theologians who have em- 
braced probabilism rest ; this reason is not con- 
temptible. It will be seen that probabilism con- 
sists not in that folly of many persons who un- 
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derstand by it that good and evil are in every case 
equally probable. 

Man is free : the law of duty cannot restrain 
liberty except so far as -the obligation is certain. 
An uncertain or unknown law is not a law : it 
takes not from man the certain right of the liber- 
ty of his actions. When then there is for the 
conscience a prudent and well founded doubt con- 
cerning the existence of the law or duty ; when 
there occur grave motives and grave authorities 
which are of a nature to persuade a wise man, 
and which tend to establish that the obligation 
does not exist, that it is at least doubtful and un- 
certain ; then there is in favor of liberty what is 
called probable opinion. Thus, continue these 
theologians, in doubt, after a reasonable examina- 
tion, and in those distant and obscure conse- 
quences of the first law in which the obligation 
is not sufficiently certain and defined, man is free, 
and is not bound by the precept ; this precept is 
not law ; it is really probable that it does not ex- 
ist j liberty remains still and is not restrained. 
Such is probabilism soundly understood. It does 
but enounce a principle deeply philosophical and 
moral : which is that every certain law obliges, 
but that an uncertain law obliges not. One may 
counsel that which is most perfect, that which is 
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most sure ; one may exhort to it ; and especially 
choose it for one's self : but to oblige others al- 
ways is a rigor which is not written in any of our 
divine codes. Such is the opinion of the theolo- 
gians of whom I speak. What I have just said 
of it will make it felt, perhaps, that it was a 
question really serious, and on which the frivolity 
of the opinions of the world has not to sport. 

Many theologians of the Company of Jesus 
have combated probabilism. One of our Gene- 
rals, Father Thyrsus Gonzales, wrote against this 
doctrine the strongest matter I know. Others 
among us in great numbers have admitted it. It 
was besides a doctrine commonly taught before 
the existence of the Jesuits ; and if on a sudden 
it was brought out of the Schools into the great 
light of a controversy debated under the eyes of the 
world, it was because there was there an easy bug- 
bear for consciences ill-enlightened ; because this 
word probabilism became a war-cry so much the 
better formed for kindling the passions because it 
spoke nothing to the intellect. 

Accordingly in spite of the genius of Pascal, 
whose bantering lines could not maintain a discus- 
sion really serious and theological, I will say : 
the excesses of some casuists, the jests and easy 
injuries of their adversaries, change nothing as to 
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the foundations on which learned theologians 
have thought that probabilism, confined within 
just limits, was but an expression of the spirit of 
liberty and gospel charity ; great saints have 
taught thus. 

I will not proceed further, I confine myself to 
summing up three facts : before the existence of 
the Company, probabilism was commonly taught 
in all the Schools of theology ; in the Company 
it was attacked by the strongest reasons ; it was, 
however, taught also by many Jesuits ; and it is 
we alone who are reproached with it. 

There is another doctrine of which the name 
resembles a tempest, and appears still to heap 
upon us dark clouds : I mean tyrannicide. 

I shall not discuss here any more than before ; 
a severe law of the Company absolutely forbids 
me. The 1st of August, 1614, the Father Gene- 
ral Aquaviva issued a decree which is still in 
force. By this decree it is forbidden, in virtue 
of holy obedience and under pain of excommu- 
nication, to any religious of the Society, to affirm, 
in public or in private, in teaching, in writings, 
or in replying to those who may ask counsel, that 
it is allowed under pretext of tyranny to kill 
kings, &c. I shall not then act the part of a the- 
ologian, I shall recount the history of the matter. 
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In the times of the middle ages, the question 
of the lawfulness of tyrannicide under certain 
circumstances had occupied the gravest minds, and 
St. Thomas (de Regimine Principum, tib. i. cap. 
6 et 8) had not hesitated to resolve it in the affir- 
mative. The profound stability of the principle 
of governments was joined with the profound in- 
dependence of theories in the matter of philoso- 
phy and theology. 

Times came when this formidable doctrine, 
which had as it were slept in books, was trans- 
planted into the arena of the political passions and 
religious dissensions: this was in the sixteenth 
century. 

An ardent, sometimes unmerciful, zeal had as 
it were swallowed up charity, and scarcely left 
any thing any longer in men's hearts but the in- 
stincts of defence, instincts as formidable in col- 
lections of men, as in the individual delivered up 
to himself. Then men made weapons of every 
thing ; how should they not seize upon the doc- 
trine of tyrannicide 1 Catholics and Protestants, 
in the ardor of their inflamed passions, laid hold 
upon it. 

But this doctrine, imputed to the Jesuits, was 
so far from being peculiar to them, that it was the 
Sorbonne which, in January 1589, gave the sig- 
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rial for the imbanking of the tyrannicidal passions 
against King Henry III. The most fiery preach- 
ers of this bloody doctrine were men whose 
names I do not wish to repeat here, but who no- 
toriously did not belong to the Company of Jesus. 
The accounts of the League are in every one's 
hands, and this assertion may there be verified. 
At a later period we find mention of some Jesuits 
having given adhesion to this doctrine ; they still 
contented themselves with reproducing the opi- 
nion of St. Thomas. One alone among them, 
Maiiana, a man of a superior intellect, but of an 
ardent and indocile character, passed beyond the 
limit laid down by the illustrious and holy doctor. 
The book de Rege appeared ; it was disapproved 
at Rome by the Father General Aquaviva, and the 
Edition was suppressed. But a copy fell into the 
hands of the Protestants ; it was a good fortune ; 
it was needful to be able to object it eternally 
against the Jesuits. By the cares of the Protes- 
tants, the book de Rege was reprinted and circu- 
lated* 

* On this fact may be consulted amoDgst other do- 
cuments a letter addressed to the Queen Regent, the 
mother of Louis XIII., by Father Coton. Thi3 letter 
is given by the authors of the Reply to the Assertions^ 
and is found in various collections. 
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It was then that Father Aquaviva issued his 
decree. Thus since 1614, no Jesuit author has 
spoken or been able to speak of tyrannicide ; no 
matter : in 1762, all Jesuits were condemned as 
favorers of regicide ; in 1844, they are still un- 
der the weight of this absurd accusation. It must 
be allowed that justice and truth are at times sin- 
gularly understood and applied. 

I sum up : we have no doctrines which are pe- 
culiar to us ; we follow the doctrines most com- 
monly taught in the Catholic Schools. We have, 
and we ought to have a peculiar spirit, as all the 
religious societies have. Ours, which is a spirit 
.of zeal for the salvation of souls, always carried 
us to defend the true principles which protect 
against all excesses, and maintain in their just 
rights, human liberty and reason. 

As for probabilism and tyrannicide, what I have 
said has demonstrated more than sufficiently how 
distributive justice is practised towards us. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MISSIONS OF THE COMPANY OF JESUS. 

Never in the world was word more powerful 
and more fruitful than that which was pronounced 
one day from the top of a mountain of Judea, in 
order to change the destinies of the Universe : 
Go ye, teach all nations* 

Then appeared upon the earth an unknown 
force of moral regeneration and true civilization^ 
which was to perpetuate itself and live indestruc- 
tible in the midst of revolutions and ruins. This 
marvellous power is called the Apostolate. 

From her first moments, the Church of Jesus 
Christ embraced in the effusion of her zeal the 
whole human race. To the Galilean boatmen 
was addressed the prophetic command of God. 
Who desired by the brightness of the gospel light, 
to bring back under His reign of love and truth, 
the nations which had strayed : " Go ye, depart 
" even to those distant countries which wait for 
" Me. Lift My standard before the eyes of the 
" people ... I will send, saith the Lord, those 

* Matth., o. xxviii. 
12 
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" whom I have chosen to the nations which are 
" beyond the seas. They shall shoot the burning 
" shafts of their word towards Africa, Lydia, 
" Greece, Italy, towards the distant isles, towards 
" those who have not heard speak of Me, who 
5 have not seen My glory, and they shall an- 
" nounce My law to the nations."* 

The apostolic ministry commences : the gene- 
rous soldiers of Him who was crucified, rush for- 
ward in their career ; at His voice they have di- 
vided among themselves the conquest of the Uni- 
verse. As new conquerors, they go to rally un- 
der the triumphant banner of the Cross innume- 
rable peoples. 

The Indian, the Scythian, the Persian, the Ara- 
bian, the Ethiopian, have heard their word. It 
has resounded as a mighty thunder even to the 
extremities of the world, and the nations, awak- 
ened from a long sleep, have saluted with joy the 
admirable light, the liberating day, of the gospel. 

Paul, prostrated as a persecutor on the way to 
Damascus, rises an intrepid Apostle. He willlgo 
to glory before the sages of Rome, of Athens, 
and of Corinth, of knowing nothing else but Jesus 
crucified. His masculine language will astonish 

* Isai. c. lx. et seq. 
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the Areopagus ; at the sight of him the Roman 
proconsul will tremble on his seat ; the philoso- 
pher will lend his ear to the strange novelty of 
his doctrine, and the very palace of the Csesars 
will hear from his mouth the gospel of the Cross. 

But by thee, O Simon Peter, the Cross will be 
planted in the bosom of Rome itself. Watered 
by the waves of Christian blood, it is about to 
grow and flourish like an immense tree, whose 
branches will cover the earth. Under its tutela- 
ry shadow will soon come to rest all the nations 
given as an heritage to Jesus Christ ; and Rome 
by the Cross, by the Pontiff who bears it, and 
who lifts it perpetually to the sight of the Gen- 
tiles, will extend her conquests farther than she 
did of old by the valor of her soldiers and the 
victorious force of her arms. 

Such was the first mission ; it lasts still, it will 
last always. Always will it enter into the de- 
signs of God, that the apostolate should be the 
glory and the life itself of His church. 

The Church repeats unceasingly to her priests 
the language of her Saviour ; she says : " Go ye, 
" go to teach all nations." And from the power- 
ful focus of lights, from the centre of Catholic 
unity, go faithfully every day generous successors 
of the Apostles, marching as their predecessors 
to the peaceful and holy conquest of souls. 
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On their tracks, with virtue and truth, are seen 
to appear the sciences, civilization, and all the 
beneficent institutions. Whilst these great hearts, 
urged by zeal, seem to obey only the sublime in- 
stinct of the apostolate which pushes them on, 
they carry with them at the same time, and dis- 
pense to a distance on foreign shores, all the mo- 
ral and charitable influences : they inspire into 
the peoples the love of order, moderation, justice, 
true liberty, and all the social virtues which lend 
their real dignity and their sweetness to the affec- 
tions of family and of country. 

Without breaking any of the bonds by which 
it has pleased Providence to attach man to the 
soil which has seen him born, and respecting re- 
ligiously all the conditions which are the founda- 
tions of nationality and country, the missionary 
brings distant things near: by him the ancient 
world gives the hand to the new f he aids the al- 
liance of the two hemispheres, leaves behind him 
new ways for the exchange of productions and 
industry, opens capitals and ports for political and 
commercial transactions j and sometimes he even 
sends to the See of Peter, and to the throne of 
great empires, tokens of glorious and profitable 
union. 

Woe to me if I evangelize not ! Va mihi si 
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non evangelizavero ! cries in all times, with the 
great Paul, the Christian apostle, and in this su- 
perhuman inspiration, are really contained all the 
powers of the civilizing principle. Christianity- 
extends itself by a power which it conceals deep- 
ly within itself; it opens itself out as the inex- 
haustible waters from an immense source which 
furnishes the lengthened course of long rivers, 
and with them pours every where the treasures 
of fruitfulness. 0 wonderful thing ! this faith, 
so austere and so rigorously defined, dilates itself 
without ceasing, reaches all times and all places ; 
it purifies, it elevates, it unites, it calms, it con- 
soles humanity. 

Immortal thanks be given for it to Heaven ! 
there have still not been wanting among us, there 
never will be wanting, those hearts of apostles 
who, tearing themselves from all the bonds of fa- 
mily and country, go with joy to the extremities 
of the world to carry the good news of the gospel. 

" How beautiful are the feet of those men who 
" are seen coming from far, bringing peace, evan- 
" gelizing eternal good things, preaching salva- 
" tion and saying : 0 peoples buried in the sha- 
" dow of death, your God shall reign over you !"* 



* Isaiah, c. lii. v. 7. 
12* 
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By this persevering mission and by the rege- 
nerating labor of the apostolate, the youth and 
glory of the Church are unceasingly renewed, 
the beauty of the ancient days is perpetuated ; 
and at the same time it stands proved, that civili- 
zation is inseparable from Christianity : that ex- 
ists not where this has not appeared j that disap- 
pears when this is removed. 

It has been said, and it is trne : " No single 
" country can be named in which the torch of 
" the Gospel has been extinguished, and which 
" has not fallen back into barbarism." 

But the light which has been banished will 
come back at the day marked by new mercies, 
the exiled apostolate will return to the inhospita- 
ble shores. Such is its history, such is its irrevo- 
cable destiny. It is that divine ray which can 
neither be chained up nor destroyed. The sun 
recoils not before the clamors of hatred ; the gos- 
pel faith does the same j and the priest of God, 
His invincible organ, immolated perhaps, never 
overcome. In death he will make himself heard 
still ; the voice of the martyr is immortal. From 
his blood will be seen to spring again a noble 
posterity, which will perpetuate the cry of his 
apostolate even to the end of time. For perse- 
cutions may indeed redden the earth with blood, 
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and people heaven with their victims; the ty- 
rannical powers, who have ever felt that in pre- 
sence of Christianity their tyranny must fall, 
may indeed rage, and on all sides arm themselves 
against the Church and her ministers ; but what 
will they gain by it % They wish to destroy the 
faith and its apostles : the apostle and the faith 
will live always : always will they labor for the 
emancipation of souls, and devote themselves to 
establish them in the holy and glorious liberty of 
the children of God. As a pledge of perpetuity 
they have the infallible authority of the divine 
promises ; and they will live to pardon, to bless, 
to enlighten, to heal, to struggle for ever against 
all the powers of evil, by the arms of the truth, 
of virtue, and of inexhaustible charity. 

Thus act, thus live and die the missionaries. 

Shall I be permitted to say it ? The following 
is one more of those powerful attractions which 
„ called me towards the Society of Jesus, which 
fixed me there by an invincible determination ; 
and it is also what has drawn my heart on into 
this effusion of praises to the glory of the Catho- 
lic apostolate. 

St. Ignatius in his noviciate at Manreza, com- 
prehended well the Catholic idea and the divine 
institution of the apostolate. He afterwards de- 
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posited the expression of it in his book of Spiri- 
tual Exercises ; we have seen it. 

At first he was ambitious only of the glory of 
going into the Holy Land with his companions, 
to announce the Redemption accomplished, to 
the same places which were the witnesses of it ; 
it was with this object that he came to the feet 
of the successor of St. Peter to offer the vows 
and the faithful submission of his nascent Com- 
pany. 

The Pope accepted them ; but the Reformation 
also had just arisen and begun to trouble Europe. 
St. Ignatius had had the idea of the Holy Land 
and of the unbelieving countries ; he had loved 
to carry the light of the Gospel to the places 
which it enlightened with its first rays. Provi- 
dence, which in the course of time fixes their 
date to the labors of the apostolate, according to 
the needs of the Church, marked also the place 
of the Company of Jesus in front of the repeated 
efforts of schism and heresy j and the children of 
St. Ignatius were entered into the service of the 
Apostolic See, in order to combat the melancholy 
innovations of the Reformation. 

A great Pontiff, Benedict XIV., solemnly re- 
marked of them: "As God," said he, "raised up 
" other saints at other times for pressing needs, 



COMPANY OF JESUS. 



141 



" so He opposed St. Ignatius and his Society to 
" Luther and the heretics of that period.''* 

Ignatius counted with difficulty ten Priests 
united under his obedience : he had to send three 
into Germany. England, Portugal, Italy, Spain 
divided the rest ; and in order to commence from 
the origin the labors of the distant apostolate, 
there was one of them who went for the Indies, 
one alone : it is true he was named Francis Xavier. 

Lefebvre, Lejay, Bobadilla, by the orders of 
Paul III., went to place themselves in the very 
focus of the fire of Protestantism, and at the 
strongest point of its ravages. 

Lefebvre, the first Priest of the Company, 
came in 1540 to Worms, to Spires, to Ratisbon, 
where he obtained universal confidence, gained 
all hearts, and established happily the shaken Ca- 
tholics. St. Ignatius called him the angel of the 
Company. 

In 1542 he returned to Germany again, re- 
formed the Clergy, re-animated the courage of 
the faithful. Spires and Mayence in particular 

* Benedict XIV. Brief of 1748; Instit. Soc, torn, 
i. p. 237. " Constantem omnium sensum, Pontificio 
44 etiam confirmatum oraculo, Omnipotentem nimirum 
" Deum, sicut alios aliis temporibus sanotos viros, ita 
*« Luthero ejusdemque temporis haereticis Sanctum Ig- 
*' natium et institutam ab eo Societatem objecisse." 
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saw the success of his zeal. At Cologne he op- 
posed himself with energy to the Archbishop, 
who was infected with the venom of the new er- 
rors : and it may be said that this ancient and il- 
lustrious city owed it to Father Lefebvre that it 
did not become the prey of heresy. It lifts at 
this day its front crowned with all the glories of 
constancy. 

Lejay, Bobadilla, both also of the number of 
the first companions of Ignatius, were sent in 
1542 by Pope Paul III. into Germany. Their 
learning, their zeal, opposed to the torrent a pow- 
erful bank in the towns of Ratisbon, of Ingolstadt, 
of Dillengen, of Saltzburg, of Worms, of Vien- 
na, and many others. 

In 1545 and 1551, two others of the first Fa- 
thers of the Company, Lainez and Salmeron, 
were sent by the Pope to the Council of Trent, 
in the character of theologians. It is known 
what confidence the Fathers of the Council testi- 
fied for them. Lainez fell sick : the sittings were 
suspended ; they were held when he was able to 
be present. And at the same time these two men, 
consummate scholars, poor and faithful religious, 
lodged at Trent in the hospital, swept the rooms, 
served and attended the sick, catechised children, 
and asked alms for a living. Ignatius had so di- 
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rected them ; he wished ever to find again the 
apostolic humility by the side of zeal and learn- 
ing- 

Lefebvre and Lejay were called in their turn 
from the theatre of their gospel combats to assist 
at the theological sittings of the Council, and to 
take part there in the discussion of the religious 
interests of Germany. 

Soon Canisius and Hoffceus, worthy children 
themselves of this primitive Company of Jesus, 
go beyond the Rhine to make head against the 
second generation of the Reformers. Their im- 
mense labors confound imagination; their suc- 
cesses corresponded thereto; and the Emperor 
Ferdinand II. said of these two religious, that a 
great part of the empire owed its faith to them.* 

Next came those Institutions, Colleges, Univer- 
sities, and Seminaries founded in all parts, those 
innumerable Works undertaken and published, 
those controversies maintained with credit, that 
preaching of the word of God spread abroad with 
an inexhaustible profusion — in fine, that coura- 
geous and ever present action by which the Je- 
suits in Germany, in England, in France, every- 
where where the Reformation threatened its in- 

* For all these facts may be consulted, Historia 
Soc. Jesu, part. i. p. 66—347. 
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vasions, placed themselves against it as vigilant 
sentinels, as intrepid combatants, even at the pe- 
ril of their lives. 

Others shall say whether the mission of the 
Company of Jesus was fulfilled by it at that time 
and whether it is true that it was one of the in- 
struments of which the hand of God made use in 
order to set bounds to the melancholy advance of 
heresy. At all events, it is certain that illustrious 
historians among the Protestants themselves, have 
given in this respect testimonies very different 
from certain opinions of this. They will be 
found all collected in order in the book lately 
published under this title : The Church, her au- 
thority, her institutions, and the Order of the Je- 
suits, Let it suffice us to say here, that accord- 
ing to John de Mueller, Schoell, and Ranke, it 
was by the efforts of the Jesuits that the Reforma- 
tion saw its success arrested in Europe j and that 
before these historians, Bacon, Leibnitz, and Gro- 
tius, the three most eminent men of Protestan- 
tism, could also praise under different aspects the 
Company of Jesus, even while seeing in it an 
enemy.* 

* Grotius wrote, among others, in his Annals of 
Belgium (p. 194), and in his History (p. 273), Edi- 
tion of Amsterdam, 1658, things which 1 do not ven- 

■% " " i 
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But I hasten to turn away my ideas from these 
sad contests, in which our Company may at least 
have the satisfaction of having retained the es- 
teem of its most illustrious adversaries. 

I will say from the bottom of my soul : Would 
God the unhappy divisions which have torn the 
bosom of the Church had not condemned us to 
this persevering war against strayed brethren, 
ever dear to the heart of an apostle ! A painful 
duty, but which it was needful to fulfil. 

ture to translate; these are -some of the traits in which 
he depicts the Jesuits: Mores inculpati, bonx artes, 
magna in vulgus auctoritatis ob vitas sanctimoniam . 
Their morals are blameless, their education is good, 
they have great authority over the people on account 
of the holiness of their lives ] — Sapienter imperant, 
Jipeliter parent. [They command wisely, they obey 
faithfully.] — Novissimi omnium, sectas priores fama 
vicere, hoc ipso, casteris invisu [Being the last of all, 
they have excelled in fame the former Sects,* being 
for this very reason hated by the rest.] — Medii foedum 
inter obsequium et tristem araogantiam, nec fugiunt 
hominum vitia nec sequuntur. [In the middle between 
disgraceful subserviency and sour arrogance, they nei- 
ther keep away from the vices of men nor imitate 
them.] — And Bacon, in his book Be augmentis scien- 
iiarum, said : " Being what you are, would God you 
" had belonged to us !" 

[* It is owing perhaps to language of this kind that some 
Protestants have imagined, thatlhe religious Orders of the Ca- 
tholic Church really do in some measure correspond to the 
innumerable and contradictory creeds into which their own re- 
ligious system is divided.] 

13 
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Would God we had never had to gather the 
bitter fruits or the happy successes of contradic- 
tion elsewhere than among the idolatrous people 
and the savage hordes ! 

From its origin, the Company of Jesus, with- 
out abandoning the focus of civilization and the 
European struggle, rushed forward in all direc- 
tions in order to bring to the divine fold those in- 
numerable flocks of wandering sheep. Such was 
the ardor for distant conquests, that one could not 
but fear in yielding to it to see the European 
Houses left destitute of those gospel laborers that 
were necessary for them. In vain did the most 
pressing interests of Catholicity bid then the Je- 
suits of all nations not to leave the field of battle 
to heresy ever in arms ; in vain did the Colleges 
and Universities, the pulpit and the confessionals, 
call throughout old Europe for courageous and 
devoted combatants, and even offer them the at- 
traction of danger : an attraction more powerful 
attached them to the missions beyond the seas, 
and there was in the ranks of the Company an in- 
credible eagerness to go to carry the light of the 
faith to unknown brethren who had never heard 
of the good news. 

In those days of the sixteenth century when 
the Society of Jesus had just come into existence, 
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then when the Reformation was rending from the 
unity, — with a part of Germany and the Nether- 
lands, — England, Denmark, Sweden, and was en- 
deavoring also so violently to invade our France, 
God was giving a great spectacle to the earth, and 
a great restoration to His Church. Fenelon shall 
speak for a moment! " Immense regions opened 
" themselves on a sudden, a new world unknown 
" to the ancient. . . Beware well of thinking that 
" so great a discovery was owing to the mere 
" boldness of men. God gives to men's passions 
" even when they appear to determine every 
" thing, only what is needful to make them the 
" instruments of His designs; thus man disturbs 
" himself, but God guides him. The faith plant- 
" ed in America amidst so many storms does not 
" fail to bear fruits there. 

" What remains 1 Peoples of the extremities 
" of the East ! your hour is come. Alexander, 
" the rapid conqueror whom Daniel represents as 
" not touching the earth with his feet, he who 
" was so eager to subjugate the whole world, 
" stopped short far on this side of you : but cha- 
" rity goes much further than pride. Neither 
" the burning sands, nor the deserts, nor the 
" mountains, nor the distance of places, nor the 
" tempests, nor the rocks of so many seas . . . 
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" nor the hostile fleets, nor the barbarous coasts, 
" are able to stop those whom God sends. Who 
" are these that fly as the clouds ? Winds, carry 

" them upon your wings Behold these 

" new conquerors who come with no other arms 
f than the Cross of their Saviour. ... To whom 
f owe we, my brethren, this glory and this bless- 
1 ing of our days ? To the Company of Jesus, 
" which from the time of its birth opened, by 
" the help of the Portuguese, a new way for the 
" Gospel into the Indies. . ."* 

Certainly Fenelon might have added, and I am 
happy to say it : then were seen to rush to the 
holy ; conquest of souls, on all the most distant 
points of the globe, the great and venerable fami- 
lies of St. Dominic and St. Francis, with whom 
we have so often mingled on the unbelieving 
ground our sweat and our blood. At a later pe- 
riod came the worthy and devoted children of St. 
Vincent of Paul, and that fraternal Society of 
Foreign Missions, to which we are attached by 
the most sacred bonds and the community of the 
dearest recollections. 

How glorious, then, is this work of the aposto- 
late on the inhospitable and distant shores ! The 

* Fenelon, Sermon for the Day of the Epiphany. 
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soul, so bold and so tender, of Fenelon had been 
ambitious of it ; and I myself, 0 my God ! will 
it be allowed me to mention it ? I have pro- 
nounced that sacred vow which the professed re- 
ligious of the Company pronounces, to go into all 
places, among all kinds of unbelievers, on the 
least sign of the will of the Sovereign Pontiff, 
and to go without asking the money necessary for 
the journey. Alas! others have been thought 
more worthy of this blessed mission. And Thy 
designs for me, 0 Lord, have been to retain me 
on this old land of my country, in the bosom of 
a civilization which is sick for having abused 
every good thing, among brethren who have un- 
learnt the language I must speak to them. Thou 
hast given me as my lot the struggle of holding 
good against falsehood and calumny. At the least 
in the missions one dies, and all is finished with 
the earth. Here one must die every day, and 
every day pass from death even to the pains of 
life. Burdensome, yet blessed cross, like all those 
which come from the hand of the Lord, I will 
bear thee with resignation and with love, so long 
as it shall please Heaven to impose thee on my 
weakness ! 

It was Francis Xavier, the friend, the disciple 
of Ignatius, who opened into the Indies, to the 
13* 
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Moluccas, and to Japan, new ways for the Gos- 
pel. It was given to this extraordinary man to 
renew all the most astonishing prodigies of the 
primitive establishment of Christianity, and to 
bring thus to the world a thousand new proofs of 
its divinity. He had the singular happiness of 
giving to the Catholic unity more peoples and 
empires than the Reformation ever tore from it. 
He converted fifty-two kingdoms, hoisted the 
standard of the Cross over an extent of three 
thousand leagues ; he baptized with his own hand 
almost a million of Mahommetans or idolaters, 
and all this in ten years ! Imagination would 
start at the recital of all the obstacles he met 
with ; and to overcome them, what means did he 
use } Poverty, gentleness, patience, austerities, 
prayer, in one word, the invincible ardor of cha- 
rity. To this it pleased God to join all the gifts 
of supernatural and miraculous power. His life, 
in a time which, so to say, we still touch, is writ- 
ten after the best established testimonies, and the 
marvels with which it is filled do not allow of 
doubt. The Protestant historians themselves, so 
far as they are able, admit it : — 

" If the religion of Xavier agreed with ours," 
says Baldeus, in his History of the Indies (p. 78), 
" we ought to esteem and honor him as another 
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" St. Paul. Yet, notwithstanding this difference 
" of religion, his zeal, his vigilance, and the ho- 
" liness of his life, ought to excite all good peo- 
" pie not to do the work of God negligently ; for 
" the gifts which Xavier had received in order to 
" exercise the charge of a minister and ambassa- 
" dor of Jesus Christ were so eminent that my 
" mind is incapable of expressing them. If I 
" consider the patience and gentleness with which 
" he presented to great and small the holy and 
" living waters of the Gospel, if I regard the cou- 
" rage with which he suffered injuries and affronts, 
" I am constrained to cry with the Apostle : 
" c Who is capable like him of these marvellous 
" c things V " And Baldeus terminated his eulo- 
gium of the saint by repeating the saying of an 
ancient, which Bacon had already applied to the 
Company : " Would God, being what you are, 
" you had belonged to us V? 

The Indies, Japan, were covered then with 
flourishing churches. The Company of Jesus 
nourished unceasingly by innumerable recruits 
these missions, founded and maintained at the 
price of the blood and sufferings of her children. 

What remembrances above all has not this be- 
loved land of the apostle bequeathed us, a land 
which, scarcely enlightened with the first glim- 
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merings of the Gospel, was to be bright with the 
most shining glory which Jesus Christ gives to his 
Church, that of heroism in the midst of persecu- 
tions ; and which, by a mysterious destiny, after 
having furnished more than a million of martyrs, 
was again to be shut up as a tomb, and await the 
day marked for the resurrection. 

Cruel Japan, unhappy islands ! you will not be 
able to reject for ever from your shores the Ca- 
tholic truth and love which demand of you to 
open before them. On the opposite coasts watch 
now the brethren of Xavier to seize the favorable 
moment which will lower before them the gates 
of these desolate regions, and give them the hap- 
piness of there announcing Jesus Christ or there 
dying for him. 

Xavier had ardently sighed after the conquest 
of China ; he went there ; he died full of life 
and glory in sight of its shores, in a deserted hut 
of the island of Sancian. Following in his steps, 
Father Ricci, of the Company of Jesus, first 
faced the inhospitable soil of this vast Empire, 
and after infinite labors, attained to open into them 
an entry for the preachers of the Gospel. 

Men forget at this day what they were who 
first penetrated into this region, I will almost say 
this world, so long unknown, and gave to learned 
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Europe the knowledge of it. There, in presence 
of a civilization proud of itself, and armed against 
the stranger with a jealous distrust, it was neces- 
sary to employ all the wonders of science to get 
pardon for his gospel teaching. In going out of 
the palace of the Emperor, or the court of the 
mathematics, the Jesuit, for whom his knowledge 
had gained toleration, went to catechise the chil- 
dren, to visit the poor, and to instruct the people. 

Numerous Christian establishments were form- 
ed in China as in the Indies, built by the hands of 
the Company ; and if other laborers, entering 
later into the harvest, came to join- themselves to 
its labors, if the same zeal consecrated to the 
same work gave room for unpleasant disagree- 
ments, if at length the sovereign authority of the 
Holy See decided that the Jesuits had been mis- 
taken in allowing to be mingled with the prac- 
tices of the Christian worship local ceremonies 
which they had not thought contrary to the spirit 
of religion, — at least, they whose judgment had 
failed, gave then a touching example of humble 
and filial obedience. After having maintained 
their opinion on an obscure and contested point, 
because they thought it useful and true, they 
were seen, as soon as Rome had spoken, to bow 
in silence, and conform to her decision. 
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Such was exactly the part taken by the Jesuits 
in the question of the Chinese ceremonies and the 
Malabar rites. 

They died ; their brethren at this day happy, 
after sixty years, to recover their heritage, have 
resumed and are about to continue their labors. 

Asia offered still to these generations of apos- 
tles immense regions given up to the thick dark- 
ness of idolatry. Accordingly, at the same time 
that it covered with its missions China, Japan, 
and the Indus, the Company labored incessantly 
to conquer to Christianity the islands of Sunda, 
Thibet, the Mogul Empire, Tartary, Cochin-Chi- 
na, Cambodia, the country of Malacca, Siam, 
Tonquin, Syria, Persia, and other countries be- 
sides ; which formed a total of an hundred and 
forty-five establishments of Missionary Jesuits on 
the surface of Asia. And nowhere did the torch 
of the Gospel spread its lights without making 
those of civilization shine. The conquests of 
science marched with the same step as those of 
the faith. 

One might form a very numerous Library with 
the Works of the Jesuits on the different peoples 
of Asia, on their origin, their languages, their 
manners, their history, their arts, and their insti- 
tutions. The Royal Library possesses of this 
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kind, inedited riches, which might at this day 
have their value. 

Commerce, industry, medicine, as well as as- 
tronomy and natural philosophy, have owed to 
these so decried Jesuits useful discoveries. But 
posterity soon forgets; Heaven which forgets 
not gave to these poor religious the only recom- 
pense of which they were ambitious : three or 
four hundred different peoples evangelized by 
their zeal, millions of martyrs whom they formed 
by mingling their blood with that of their disci- 
ples ; innumerable multitudes of unbelievers con- 
verted in the space of two centuries : such are 
their works, and for these works Heaven alone 
has crowns. 

Persons have spoken of the ambition of the 
Jesuits. I say it with truth, they never knew 
any other than that hunger and thirst for the sal- 
vation of souls of which the world has difficulty 
to conceive the insatiable ardors ; and among 
which it will not even comprehend that in the 
course of time and in the midst of labors so mul- 
tiplied, so extensive, and so difficult, some excu- 
sable weaknesses may have occurred ; as if, after 
all, to say so with Bossuet, it ought to appear as- 
tonishing that men have had some human faults. 

They obeyed then this supernatural impulse, 
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when from the origin of the Society they depart- 
ed to plant the Cross in the burning sands of Af- 
rica. The Missions of Abyssinia, or Congo, of 
Angola, of Mozambique, lasted, for the most part, 
up to the suppression of the Society in the last 
century. 

But I shall be pardoned here a sort of family 
predilection for the labors of the Company in the 
New World. America had just opened itself to 
the enterprises of the spirit of adventure at the 
very time when St. Ignatius and his companions 
were vowing themselves to the great work of 
foreign Missions. It was impossible that this land 
newly discovered to European genius should not 
become to the Jesuits a vast theatre of apostolic 
efforts. Accordingly they were seen to go there 
in numerous colonies, and to spread themselves 
over the whole extent of those immense regions. 
The sufferings they endured, the useful and gene- 
rous things they undertook in order to soften the 
manners of the conquest, to temper the pride of 
a fierce domination, to tear the savage hordes 
from their superstitions and barbarism, cannot be 
described. I will give figures. 

Without counting the Noviciates and Colleges, 
there were in America at the time of the sup- 
pression, an hundred and eight Missions, of which 
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thirty-five were for Brazil, thirty for Maragnon, 
ten for Chili, three for New Granada, ten for 
Mexico, including California, Guatemala, &c, 
twelve for Paraguay, Uraguay, the Province of 
Quito ; eight French Missions in North America, 
to the Hurons, the Algonkins, the Illinois, to 
New Orleans, &c. j eight French Missions in 
South America, to Martinique, Gaudaloupe, Cay- 
enne, &c. The field was wide enough ; it offer- 
ed all the dangers, all the variations, of the civi- 
lized and of the savage state. 

How often will not the Missionary meet with 
the bloody remains of his companions in the apos- 
tolate, whom the teeth of wild beasts, or the no 
less murderous fury of cannibals, has devoured ! 
He gave to his friend the funeral adieu, then ad- 
vanced better assured of the lot which awaited 
him. 

What struggles also to maintain against the 
power, so often blind and oppressive, of the Eu- 
ropeans ! Nothing however was spared ; and at 
least the conquered Indian, the slave who was sold, 
found at his side a defender, a father, a consoler, a 
support. In this noble enterprise many Bishops, 
Priests, and religious contributed gloriously to the 
same end. The name of Bartholomew de Las 
Casas, of the Order of St. Dominic, in spite of 
14. 
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false attacks, stands imperishable among those of 
the benefactors of humanity. 

As for the Company, its annals offer us, among 
others, a Father Claver, surnamed at Carthagena, 
the apostle of the Negroes. If any one wishes 
to know all that the heroism of zeal can inspire 
for the salvation of the most degraded souls, he 
must read the life of this extraordinary man ; but 
he must expect to shudder more than once with 
astonishment and terror at the sight of those hor- 
rible tortures which this new martyr voluntarily 
imposed upon himself, going to associate himself 
to the destiny of the most wretched slaves, in or- 
der to soften their distresses, and bring them to 
the virtues of the Cross. Brebeuf, Lallemand, 
Azevedo, Anchieta ! your names also will ever 
remain among us dear and venerated, and the 
power of your sufferings and of your examples 
will ever speak eloquently to our hearts. 

The Missions of Canada, those which went to 
carry the word of the Gospel to the Indian popu- 
lations a the farthest removed northwards, produced 
in particular admirable fruits, and gave to the 
Cross numerous martyrs. Still at this day these 
savage tribes preserve and revere the memory of 
our ancient Fathers ; they ask back the black 
gowns, . . The Company is already in some points 
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restored to their desires. Strange thing ! Is it to 
be in the vast solitudes of the Oregon, and among 
the Flat-heads, that we must be obliged to go to 
seek what is disputed with us here, the liberty of 
teaching, an asylum to live and die in ? 

At the time when, or soon after, the Society 
was suppressed, was obliged to perish also one of 
the fairest institutions which it had been given to 
religion to realize on earth ; that happy -Christi- 
anity, as Muratori so well calls it, which had 
converted brutalized and ferocious tribes into peo- 
ples of brothers. 

Unless one has delivered up one's whole being 
to the inspirations of hatred, and forbidden one's 
self, under this fatal influence, every sentiment 
of justice, every noble idea, one cannot pro- 
nounce without emotion the name of Paraguay. 
I shall not stop here to refute miserable imputa- 
tions : the judgments of Montesquieu, of Haller, 
of Robertson, and of a multitude of others, do 
not permit one to examine, still less to reply to 
them. 

To render a faithful homage to these glorious 
recollections, I will borrow the eloquent voice 
which resounded at the commencement of this 
century with so much power and splendor, that 
voice which could so nobly restore to honor 
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among us the language and the poetry of the 
faith, and vindicate the genius of Christianity 
from the lies of hatred and the disdains of igno- 
rance. A Catholic, a Priest, a religious of the 
Company of Jesus, cannot forget the name of 
him who, raising himself courageously above 
every inconsiderate detraction, consecrated the 
first effort of a sublime talent to defend the glory 
of the religious truths and institutions. To me, 
a weak combatant in the plain, an humble child 
of a family of apostles which is still at this day 
bowed down under the weight of an age of ca- 
lumnies, it is sweet to discharge here the just debt » 
of gratitude towards a defender ever illustrious; 
too happy as I am to mingle with this tribute, 
which I pay in the name of my brethren, the 
faithful remembrance of a benevolence of which 
the testimonies, already old, will never go out 
from my heart. 

" It is however a very strange worship," writes 
M. de Chateaubriand, in his immortal work on the 
Genius of Christianity,* "this which unites 
" when it pleases the political to the moral 
" forces, and which creates by a superabundance 
" of means, governments as wise as those of Mi- 

* Fourth part, Book IV. Chap. 4 and 5. The His- 
tory of Paraguay was written by Father de Charlevoix. 
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" nos and Lycurgus. Europe possessed as yet 
" only barbarous constitutions formed by time and 
" chance, and the Christian religion made to live 
" again in the New World the miracles of an- 
I cient legislation. The wandering hordes of 
" the savages of Paraguay fixed themselves, and 
" a gospel republic came forth at the word of 
" God from the most profound of deserts. 

" And what were the great geniuses which re- 
" produced these marvels % Simple Jesuits, often 
" crossed in their designs by the avarice of their 
" fellow-countrymen." 

One must read in the pages which follow, the 
admirable description of the interior, patriarchal, 
and free government of the Reductions : no poem 
has more charms than this truth-telling history. 
The extent alone prevents my citing the whole. 
I must confine myself to transcribing the eloquent 
picture which sums up and concludes the fifth 
chapter of the fourth book : 

" With a government so paternal and analagous 
" to the simple and majestic genius of the savage, 
" we must not be surprised that the new Chris- 
" tians were the purest and the happiest of men. 
" The change of their manner of life was a mi- 
" racle wrought in the sight of the New World. 
" That spirit of cruelty and vengeance, that 
14* 
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" abandonment to the grossest vices, which cha- 
" racterize the Indian hordes, were transformed 
" into a spirit of gentleness, patience, and chas- 
" tity. Their virtues may be judged of by the 
" naive expression of the Bishop of Buenos 
" Ayres : — c Sire,' wrote he to Philip V. * in 
§ ( these numerous populations, composed of In- 
" c dians naturally disposed to every sort of vice, 
" 6 there reigns an innocence so great that I do 
" c not ;think there is one mortal sin committed.' 

" Among these savage Christians were seen 
" neither lawsuits nor quarrels ; the thine and the 
" mine were not so much as known there ; for, 
" as Charlevoix observes, it is having nothing of 
" one's own to be always disposed to part the lit— 
" tie one has with those who have need of it. 
" Abundantly provided with the necessaries of 
" life ; governed by the same men who had 
" drawn them from barbarism, and whom they 
" justly regarded as a kind of divinities ) enjoy- 
" ing in their families and in their country the 
" sweetest feelings of nature ; knowing the ad- 
" vantages of civil life without having quitted 
" the desert, and the charms of society without 
<£ having lost those of solitude, these Indians 
" could boast of a happiness which had no ex- 
" ample on earth. Hospitality, friendship, jus- 
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" tice, and the tender virtues flowed naturally 
" from their hearts at the word of Religion, as 
" olive-trees allow their ripe fruit to fall at the 
" blowing of the breezes. It seems to us that 
jj one has but one desire in reading this history, 
" that is, to cross the seas, and go to a distance 
" from these troubles and revolutions, to seek an 
" obscure life in the cottages of these savages, 
" and a peaceable tomb under the palm-trees of 
" their cemeteries. But neither are the deserts 
" sufficiently profound, nor the seas vast enough, 
" to steal man away from the pains which pursue 
" him. Whensoever one makes the picture of 
"the felicity of a people, one must always come 
" to the catastrophe ; in the midst of the most 
" smiling descriptions, the heart of the writer is 
" grieved by this reflection, which unceasingly 
" presents itself : " All this exists no longer. 
" The Missions of Paraguay are destroyed; the 
u savages assembled with so great labors, are 
" wandering again in the woods, or plunged alive 
" into the bowels of the earth. Persons have ap- 
" plauded the destruction of one of the fairest 
" works that ever went forth from the hands of 
" men. . ." 
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If I am not deceived, after this explanation, 
the sincere reader will conceive how a Magis- 
trate, a Frenchman, a man of the nineteenth 
century, was able freely and conscientiously to 
become a Jesuit, without abdicating thereby his 
reason, without renouncing his age and his coun- 
try. 

No, he has not abdicated his reason because he 
has lodged it in the port, in shelter from the 
storms, under the sure guard of the tutelary prin- 
ciple of authority. Even though the interior 
testimony did not clearly point out to him this 
truth, enough of examples would give him the 
right to proclaim it. Names would not be want- 
ing to him to prove that the human intellect does 
but acquire more dignity and force under the pro- 
tecting yoke of rule ; still less would he be in 
want of them to shew how, even under the habit 
of the priesthood, reason given up to itself, and 
wandering in its pride, rolls from one error to 
another, and ends by giving to the world the de- 
solating spectacle of a real abdication. 

No, he has not renounced his country. . . It is 
very true that Catholic charity, embracing in its 
ardent expansion the whole human race, puts into 
the heart of its apostles a devotion more extend- 
ed than that of patriotism ; it is true also that the 
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missionary going to carry the light of the faith 
to his idolatrous brethren of the Corea or of the 
solitudes of America, is in danger at times, in 
presence of these immortal interests, of forget- 
ting the interests of a day which are being agi- 
tated in the bosom of his country. But forgets 
he therefore his country herself? ceases he to 
carry her sweet image in his heart f ceases he to 
pray for her happiness ? ceases he to invoke the 
blessings of the Most High on those who bear the 
weighty burden of the government of the peo- 
ples? 

Ah ! they know not, these men who exclude 
the Jesuit from the love of his country, what de- 
licious emotion of joy he feels when among the 
savage tribes of the New World he finds again 
some of the sounds of his native language, or 
when in the seas of China and of Japan he hears 
the distant echo of the glory of our arms ! 

And shall France be less dear to us who have 
not left it ? Shall we not be proud of her tri- 
umphs in peace and in war, of her genius for let- 
ters and for the arts, of her bold conquests in the 
domain of the sciences and in the regions newly 
opened to industry 1 Shall we not love in her the 
true focus of Christian civilization ? Shall we 
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not rejoice for the unspeakable consolations which 
at this day she still gives to the Church I 

No, he has not renounced his age. . . It is very 
true that we call not by the name of amelioration 
and progress all that modern wisdom in its pride 
decorates with these pompous titles ; it is very 
true that we expect not from the future a reli- 
gion more perfect than the religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and that humanity, fructified by 
systems, does not appear to us to be in labor with 
an indefinite era of virtue and happiness. 

But under this immutable authority of the faith, 
we belong none the less to our age by our ideas 
and our hearts, and especially we know it better 
than persons are pleased to believe. 

Accordingly it has never come into our minds 
that two hundred poor gospel laborers, distributed 
over the vast extent of the territory of France, 
could propose to themselves, in days like these, 
to establish there what persons have not been 
ashamed to call their domination. 

This anachronism is not ours ; it is that of our 
adversaries. Because two centuries ago the Com- 
pany of Jesus was able to take in hand, in a vir- 
gin land, among peoples who were just being born 
to civilization, to realize the reign of the Gospel, 
persons impute to us at this day the absurd pro- 
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ject of reigning over France ! This were a dream 
of senseless persons. . . but once more, it is not 
ours ; we send it back to the sick brains of those 
who have made themselves our enemies. 

To believe their account, a part of this work 
would be already accomplished, and the Church 
of France, having abjured its ancient traditions, 
would undergo entire the yoke of the Ultra-Mon- 
tane influences. 

Must we be obliged to refer to the lessons of 
history those who love so much to make use of its 
authority against us? They forget then what 
passed sixty years ago 5 they forget that sad pro- 
gress which Jansenism made in the second half 
of the last century, under the convenient cloak 
of a too easy opposition to the Court of Rome ; 
they forget how the schism concealed in the heart 
of this deadly doctrine came forth into the great 
light of the discussions of the Constituent Assem- 
bly, passed into law, and soon after imbrued the 
torn bosom of the Church with the blood of ter- 
rible persecutions. They forget the overthrow 
of the altars, and all that my pen refuses here to 
retrace ! . . . 

Thanks to God, the French Episcopate has 
preserved a better memory of it ; it has under- 
stood that after such proofs it was not right, by 
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controversies henceforth without object, to put 
unity into fresh dangers ; it has united itself, it 
has all bound itself together, melted into one 
body and one soul around the Chair of St. Peter, 
and has repeated with an unanimous voice the 
immortal words of Bossuet : 

"Holy Church of Rome, Mother of the 
" Churches, and Mother of all the faithful, Church 
" chosen of God to unite His children in the same 
" faith and in the same charity, we will hold ever 
" to thy unity, from the depth of our hearts. If 
" J forget thee, Church of Rome, may I forget 
" myself t may my tongue dry up and remain 
" motionless in my mouth, if thou art not ever 
" the first in my remembrance, if I place thee not 
" at the beginning of all my songs of joy If 9 

And I, too, an humble soldier of the Catholic 
unity, it was in order to give to it, if possible, 
more intimately and more completely my whole 
soul and life, that I went to seek an obscure place 
in the ranks of the Company of Jesus. 

In the condition in which I saw the holy reli- 
gion of my Master in this world, after the great 
war declared against Jesus Christ by the faithless- 
ness of the eighteenth century. Catholicity ap- 
peared to me as an army ranged in battle over a 
front of vast extent, in order to present a face in 
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all parts against impiety and error, and carry aid 
to society in danger. There were no longer dif- 
ferent camps nor divided flags. 

In the centre, I saw the Chair of St. Peter in 
its majestic immobility, and near it, in the first 
rank of devotion and courageous fidelity, the 
Church of France, with her Bishops and her 
Priests, fair and bold still, in spite of the days of 
misfortune. 

Certainly in enrolling myself under the banner 
of the holy founder of the Company of Jesus, I 
did not intend to separate myself from the sacred 
militia of my country ; an ordinary combatant, I 
have but taken a different post in the same army. 

A few words more before concluding. 

It is now more than eighty years that a degree 
of proscription has weighed in France on the So- 
ciety of Jesus. Our judges, as all know, were 
then parties against us, and before drawing up the 
process, they had pronounced the sentence. All 
that was said, all that was written at that time, is 
collected again at this day, without taking account 
of twenty victorious refutations, and is thrown as 
food to the popular credulity. 

On certain given days all France feeds upon 
it; to the old calumnies are added new ones; 
they impute to us the faults and misfortunes of 
15 
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times which exist no longer, as if the passions of 
men were not sufficient to explain their history ; 
and we, whom each hour of our life recalls to 
the exclusive and sole contemplation of eternity, 
we are accused of joining inseparably in our 
thoughts the immortal interests of religion to the 
moving interests of the world, and of the passing 
destiny of the things of earth. We are accused 
of seeking, entertaining, cultivating with care in 
our souls, all that irritates and divides, when the 
commonest philosophy inspires wiser ideas to the 
actors themselves of the political stage, disen- 
chanted by so many mistakes. 

In the midst of all this, good sense is not more 
respected than good faith, and men shrink not 
back from the strangest contradictions. What 
others have said, we are charged with, and at the 
same time we are reproached with being silent. 
They extol at pleasure, and God knows with what 
object, what they call our ability, and at the same 
time they attribute to us, in the most critical cir- 
cumstances, the most senseless temerities. 

At the recital of the least right attacked, the 
least liberty threatened, in the humblest citizen, 
a thousand voices are raised, and invoke the 
Charter and the laws ; and these same voices can 
invoke against us nothing but proscription and the 
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arbitrary power of State blows. In the columns 
of the journals, in the workshops, on the benches 
of the schools, even to the instruction distributed 
to youth, everywhere we are pointed out for ha- 
tred, and as it were offered as a holocaust to the 
fury of opinion gone astray. 

Such, in a word, is our situation, that some have 
the power, which one cannot characterize, of 
gaining belief when they proclaim by every me- 
thod of publicity what they would blush to say 
before the face of one of ourselves ; and that we 
see even good minds bend at our name under the 
yoke of a stupifying terror. 

All this must have an end. 

A man whose name continues famous presented 
himself at the end of the last century before the 
dispensers of justice. He had nothing to ask, 
nothing to claim for himself. But an immense 
motive urged his heart, exalted his courage. A 
generous son, a child wounded in his dearest af- 
fections by the condemnation of a father, what- 
ever was the authority of the sentence, he pro- 
nounced it unjust in his conscience, and demand- 
ed a solemn reinstating. He owed to his perse- 
vering efforts, he owed to this courageous conse- 
cration of bright talents, the triumph of filial 
piety and a noble portion of renown. 

Like him I come to demand the reinstating of 
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my fathers. A child wounded in my soul by the 
long misfortunes of my family, and by the pain- 
ful iniquity of the sentence which has weighed 
upon it, I am ambitious of no renown, I bring no 
talent, I have only an unshaken conviction. I 
demand but justice and truth j I want nothing else. 

I demand the revision of a great and unjust pro- 
cess; I demand it for my fathers who are no 
more ; I demand it for myself. I have the most 
undoubting consciousness that they were innocent, 
that we are so. They were neither judged nor 
heard ; let men hear us at length, let them judge 
them at this day. 

I know that this kind of judiciary reinstating 
is no longer in our laws ; but the moral reinstat- 
ing will ever have its place in the justice of 
France : I demand it. 

I demand it in the name of my country itself, 
which cannot any longer see with indifference 
that person's brand and outrage, in contempt of all 
rights, the honor of those who have not ceased 
to be her children. 

I demand it for millions of Catholics, whom 
persons attempt to insult by giving them a name 
which is not their name, which is ours, and which 
ought not any longer to be an injury. 

I demand it for all the religious Societies which 
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have pitched their tent under the protecting sun 
of France, and on which, in spite of ourselves, 
the whole weight of the animosities which pur- 
sue us is made to weigh. 

I demand it in the name of those venerated 
Bishops, whose voice thrice solemnly made itself 
heard to protest against the unjust proscription of 
a family of religious faithful to God, to the 
Church, to the laws, to their country. 

I demand it in the name of twenty Popes who 
all approved, confirmed, praised the proscribed 
Institute j I demand it in the name of the holy 
Pontiff who twice blessed the French ground, and 
who in the midst of the long pains of his exile, 
reposed in the idea of giving glory to God by re- 
establishing the Company of Jesus. That illus- 
trious old man, who was for us so sweet and so 
courageous a repairer, has he then lost in the tomb 
all the rights of virtue, and all the power of his 
recollections 1 

I demand it in the name of the Church Uni- 
versal, which, by the voice of the immortal 
Council of Trent, pronounced thenceforth an in- 
destructible approbation : pium Institutum. 

I demand it ; and in demanding it, I do but 
claim for my brethren and for myself what be- 
longs to all, the air of our country, the right to 
15* 
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live and labor, the right to devote one's self, li- 
berty in order, liberty in justice, 

And now I have finished; I collect myself 
again in the thought of God and of my country, 
and I feel in the depth of my soul the greatness 
and the solemnity of what I have just done. 

That, should I fail in the struggle, before shak- 
ing off upon the ground which saw me born the 
dust of my feet, I should go to place myself for 
the last time at the feet of the pulpit of Notre- 
Dame. And there bearing in myself the imperish- 
able testimony of equity disowned, I should mourn 
over my country, and should say with sadness : 

There was a day when the truth was told her : 
a voice proclaimed it ; and justice was not done ; 
the heart was wanting to do it. We leave be- 
hind us the Charter violated, the liberty of con- 
science oppressed, justice outraged, one great ini- 
quity more: they will not find themselves the 
better for it. But there will be a better day ; 
and I read in my soul the infallible assurance 
that that day will not long be delayed. History 
will not be silent as to the step I have just taken. 
It will let fall upon an unjust age the whole 
weight of its inexorable judgments. Lord, Thou 
wilt not permit iniquity always to triumph with- 
out return here below, but wilt order the justice 
of time to precede the justice of eternity. 
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NOTICE (BY THE TRANSLATOR) 

OF 

M. CRETINEAU-JOLY'S NEW HISTORY 

OP THE 

COMPANY OF JESUS. 



Such as are desirous of pursuing the subject of 
the preceding pamphlet by making themselves 
better acquainted with the history of the Compa- 
ny, will do well to study attentively the very va- 
luable and interesting Work of M. Cretineau-Joly, 
(in four comprehensive 8vo. volumes, price 7£ 
francs each,) now in the course of publication at 
Paris. The title is : " Histoire religieuse, politi- 
" que, et litteraire de la Compagnie de Jesus, 
" composee sur les documents inedits et authen- 
" tiques. Par J. Cretineau-Joly. Ouvrage ornee 
" de portraits et de fac-simile. Paris, Paul Mel- 
" lier, Editeur, Place Saint-Andre-des-Arts, 11, 

" MDCCCXLIV.". 
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Of the principles by which he has been guided, 
M. Cretineau-Joly, in the opening of his Work, 
speaks as follows : 

" I shall not allow myself to be gained either 
" by the enthusiasms which the Company of Je- 
" sus has raised around it, or by the prejudices or 
" angry feelings which its omnipotence has eter- 
" nised. 

" The Jesuits have not counted me, among their 

" pupils. They never saw me in the number of 

" their neophytes. I have neither been their 

" friend, nor their admirer, nor their adversary. 

" I am under no obligation to them ; I feel for 

" their Order no pre-possession. I am neither 

" theirs, nor with them, nor for them, nor against 

" them. They are to my eyes what Vitellius, 

" Otho, and Galba were for Tacitus. I know 

" them neither by injury, nor by benefit." 
***** 

" In the midst of these conflicts of opinion 
" which cross one another, which combat one 
" another, and which after three centuries, 
" strange to say, hold the world attentive to con- 
" troversies of which the most resounding revo- 
" lutions weaken not the interest, the Company 
" of Jesus alone has furnished more distinguished 
" men, gained more victories, borne more defeats, 
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" given birth to or accomplished more extraordi- 
" nary things, than twenty religious Orders to- 
" gether. 

"Born for the struggle, ever on the breach 
i from the depth of solitude throwing into the 
" hottest of the battle her most intrepid cham- 
" pions, making use of all the arms a Priest can 
" wield, escaping from one danger but to precipi- 
M tate herself into another, making head at once 
" against minds the most eminent and populations 
" the most barbarous, braving the storms, raising 
" them at times, triumphing here, succumbing 
" there, but combating everywhere and unceas- 
" ingly, living in the midst of controversies or 
" expiring in tortures, she has presented herself 
" in the hour of need the standard-bearer and 
" buckler of the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman 
" Church. 

" This Company has had moments of grandeur 
" such as perhaps the most fortunate monarch never 
" saw glitter on his reign ; but like every magni- 
" ficence here below, this splendid sun has been 
" doomed to have its eclipses. To the days of 
" success have succeeded the years of mourning. 
" Riches provoked envy. Power raised rivals or 
" enemies j power full of a terrible majesty j for 
" it was not ambitious of honors, it coveted not 
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" glory. It was content with the half-light, 
" more often still with the shade, and; from the 
" foot of thrones the Jesuits descended by con- 
" fession into the cell of the artisan or the cabin 
" of the laborer. They were seen to take their 
" seats in the council of kings as in the school 
" of little children. From the dwelling of the 
" great ones, from the ancient basilica in which 
" Councils were held, they passed without tran- 
" sition to the bed of suffering poverty, and in 
" order to make themselves all to all, they inha- 
" bited with an equal love the dungeon of the 
" prisoner, the palace of the kings of earth, and 
" the hut of the savage. 

" From the first moment of their foundation 
" even to the day in which I trace these lines, 
" the Jesuits have not ceased to fill the world 
" with the renown of their name. Religion, 
" morality, politics, the art of oratory, poetry, 
" the exact sciences, literature, travels, erudition, 
" discoveries, the fine arts, all has been subjected 
" to their influence, all has been of their do- 

" main." 

***** 

" It is the history of this Institute, so great in 
" the past, so combated when the hour of revo- 
" lutions sounds, ever so patient in its hopes, ever 
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" animated so much with a vigor which gains 
" new strength in struggles, ever so magnificent 
" in reverses or under persecutions, and offering 
" no sign or weakness but when the wind of for- 
" tune swells its sails with too happy a rapidity, 
" — it is this history which I am about to re- 
u trace. 

" The good and the evil shall be told, the good 
" without admiration, the evil without acrimony, 
" and all without partiality. 

" For a long time the Order of the Jesuits has 
" been delivered up to the disputes of men. I 
" pretend not to put an end to those disputes. 
" When this work shall have been finished, they 
" will doubtless continue ; but at least, for minds 
" which reflect, for those which have not a 
™ thirst for lies and desire for darkness, there 
" will be found a book in which the conscience 
" of the historian takes the place of deifications 
" and calumnies, a book in which the Company 
" of Jesus is judged from official papers and in- 
" edited documents, and in which, in a word, 
" the severities of history take the place of all 
" fables and all errors, of all adulations as well 
" as all satires. 

" It is this book which, after patient investiga- 
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" tions, long journeys, and serious studies, I pre- 
" sent to my contemporaries." 

It need only be added, that the interest which 
M. Cretineau-Joly's general remarks are calcu- 
lated to excite, will be any thing but diminished 
by following him into details. 
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